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Tpis lyttell booke vedareth dyuers 
cauſes / voherby diuiſion hathe ryſen be⸗ 
twene the ſpiritualtie and tempoꝛaltie: 


and l partly ſheweth/ howe they maye be 


bꝛought to a vnite. And if they that may 
do moſte good towarde the ſayde vnite, 
wyll take the articles of this tretyſe, as 
lyttel tytlynges to bꝛyng ſome weightier 
thynges to they2 mynde concernynge the 
ſame; and thanne by theyꝛ wyſedomes 
wyll adde them erevnto, and (as they 
ſhall thynke neceſſarye) to ſee them all 
put in due execution: I thynke ye  , 
rryyly, that in ſgoꝛte tyme they 


ſhall bꝛyng is matter to 
good effecte, to tie 
huonoure of 
| god 57 
to | 
the comon welth and quiet 
nes of all the kynges 
lubiectes- 


A” 'TRETISE 2 
C Pyuers articles / whiche haue bene a 
ſpeciall cauſe of the diuiſion that 
is betwyrte the ſpiritualtie 
and the tempoꝛaltie 
in this realme. 
The fyꝛſte Chapiter. 


Pho mayeremembre the 
tate of this realme novoe 
in theſe dayes , withoute 
great heuynes and ſoꝛowo 
ESC of herte? Foꝛ there as in 
tymes paſte hath reygned charitc, mcke- 
nes / concoꝛde/and peace / reygneth nov 
enuye / pꝛyde / diuiſion, and ſtryfe: an 
that not onely betwene laye menne and 
laye menne, but alſo betwene religyous 
and relygious , and betwene pꝛeeſtes 
and relygious, and that is yet moꝛe to 
be lamented, alſo betwoene pꝛeeſtes and 
pꝛeeſtes. Whiche diuiſion hathe bene ſo 
vniuerſall / that it hath bene a great vn⸗ 
uietnes and a great bꝛeache of charitie 
thꝛough all the realme: and parte of it 


hath iy —̃ —bͤ— ſingula⸗ 
rite , thatreligious perſons and pꝛieſtes 
baue hadde 
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to theyꝛ ſtate of lxuynge 


ij. wherby 


A TRETISE 
wherby many of them haue thoughte 
they2 ſtate moſt perfite before all other. 
And ſome of them haue therby exalted 
them ſelfe in theyz owe ſyght ſo hyghe/ 
that they haueryſeninto ſuche a ghoſtly 
pꝛyde, that they haue in maner diſday- 
ned and diſpiſed other , that haue not 
lyued in ſuche perfection, as they thynke 
they doo . And of this hath ſolowed / 
that ſomme of them haue hadde ynſyt- 
tynge wooꝛdes of the other, callyng them 
flatterers, diſſimulers / and hypocrites : 


And thcy haue called the other agayne 


p2oude perſons, couetous, vayne gloꝛy- 
ous , and louers of woꝛldely delytes, 
and ſuche other. 
¶ And an other parte of this diuyſion 
at er Dyucriities Lopynyons, 
that haue benypon the auctoꝛities, po- 
Wers anc iuriſc tic of ſpirituall me 
amonge them ſelfe . And vpon theſe dy⸗ 
uyſions ſome laye men haue in tyme paſt 
fauoꝛed the one parte / and ſome the o⸗ 
ther : wherby the people haue greatly 
be inquyeted. But I wote not fully by 
what occaſion it is / that nowe of late 
the great multitude of gll the laye * 
wer ple 


RA TRETISE. 5 
ple haue founde defaulte / as well at pꝛe- 
ſtes as relygious / ſo ferfourthe that hit 
is nowe in maner noted though all the 
realme, that there is a great dyuyſion 
bytwene the ſpiritualtie and the tempo 
raltie. And verily it is great pytie, that 
ſuche a noyſe ſhulde ſpꝛynge and go a- 
bꝛode. And ſome e dyuers cauſes 
why hit is ſo noyſed 


» Fyilte they ſaye 
that neyther pꝛeeſtes — 


the perfection; of theyꝛ oꝛdre to the ha- 
noure of god and good example of the 
people /as they ſhulde do: but that ſome 


of them pꝛocure they: 
call it the honour of god and rather co⸗ 
uet to have rule over the 
pꝛofyte the people. And that ſome couet 
their bodily eaſe and woꝛldely welthe- 
in meate and dꝛynke, and ſuche other, 
mote than commenly any tempoꝛal man 
dothe . And that ſome ſerue God for a 
woꝛldly laude, and to be magnified ther 
foze-more than ſoꝛ the pure loue of god. 
Aud ſommelaye men ſaye farther, that 
thoughreligious men haue varied with 
religious / and that ſome pꝛeſtes haue va/ 
ryed alſo with religious in ſome pointes 
A con- 
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vppon wyll than vpon reaſon / And that. 


A TRETISE 5 
concernynge the pꝛeemynence of they? 
perſection /as is ſayde before: that yet in 
ſuche thynges as pertayne to the mayn- 
tenaunce of the woꝛldly honour of the 
churche and of ſpirituall men; vohithe 
they call thehonour of god/and in ſuche 
*thynges as pertayn to the encrece of the 
riches of ſpirituall men, religious oꝛ ſe- 
Euler, they ſay they agree all in one. And 
therfoꝛe they ſay/that all ſpirituall men / 
as to the multitude, be moꝛe diligent to 
enduce the people to ſuche'thynges , as 
ſhall bꝛynge riches to the churche as to 
gyue money to trentals, and to founde 
N CN eee and to — to 
-pardons, and to go vpon pylgremages, 
and ſuche other : Wasen be to enduce 
them to the payment of they dettes; to 
make reſtitutions foꝛ fuche voꝛonges as 
they haue done oꝛ to do the werkes of 
mercy to theyꝛ neyghbours that be poꝛe 
and nedy/ and that ſometyme be alſo in 


ryght extreme neceſſite. 
And for as moche as it is moſte com- 
menly ſene, that amonge a great multi⸗ 
tude there be many, that worke rather 


though 


A TRETISE + 
though they haue good zele/ yet many 
tymes they lacke good oꝛdre and diſcre- 

tion, wohiche is the mother of al vertue. 
Therſoꝛe ſome perſons, thynkinge that 

woꝛldly honoure and ryches lettethe 
greatly deuocion / ſo moche that as they, 
thynke / they. can nat ſtande to gyther/ 
haue holden opinion / that it is not lau- 
full to the churche to haue any poſſeſſi- 
ons. And ſome takynge a moꝛe meane 
waye tkerin, haue ſayde, that (as they 
thynke) it is lauſull and alſo expedient, 
that the churche haue poſſeſſions: but 
they thynke / that the greatte haboun- 
dance / that is in the churche-doth great 
hurte, and induc eth in many of them /a 
loue to wo:ldlythynges „ and lettethe 
and in maner ſtrangletꝶ the loue of god. 
And therfoze they thynke,that it were 
good to take awaye that is to moche/ 
and to leue that is ſufficient, And lome 
alſoʒ as of a policie to pulle ryches, fro. 
the churche ; haue inyeyed ayenſte all 
ſuche thynges as bꝛynge ryches to the 
churghe.. And bicauſe great riches haue 
comme to the churche foꝛ pꝛayenge foz 
ſoules in purgatoꝛie » haue by we 
ente 5 A 4 Amr⸗ 
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1” profytable, as they be in dede: if they 


A TRETISE 
affirmed / that there is no purgatoꝛie: 
And that grauntynge of pardons riſeth 
of couetyſe of the churche , and pꝛofy- 
teth not the people / and that pylgrema- 
ges be of no effecte / and that the chur- 
che may make no la wes / and ſuche other 
thynges / as ſoundynge of chaunteris , 
making of bzotherhedes/ and many mo. 
Toherin they ſhevve outwardly to ryſe 
agaynſt al the thynges befoze reherſcd, 
and to diſpyſe them / and yet they knovo 
and beleue in they2 hartes / that all theſe 
thynges be of them ſelfe right good and 


were oꝛdered as they ſhulde be. And 
ſomme perſones there be / that thꝛoughe 
grace fynde defaute onely at the abuſion 
and myſſe oꝛder of ſuche thynges / and 
ſpeke nothynge ayenſt the thynges ſelfe/ 
neyther of purgatoꝛie, pylgremages, ſet- 
tynge vppe of ymages, oꝛ ſuche other. 
Foꝛ they knowe well, they be oꝛdeyned 
of god, and that the myſoꝛder ryſethe 
onely of man foꝛ couetyſe, ſingularite, oꝛ 
ſome other ſuchelyke defaulte, though 
perſwaſion and diſceyte of the gooſtely 
ennemye. And thoughe — 
. mylta⸗ 
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men wol de / if they coulde, as well put 


A TRETIS E 7 


m yſtaken them ſelſe in the ſayd articles / 
yet dyuers other haue — they 
ad ben woell and charitably handeled / 
they mygkte haue benne —— „ 
and paraduentnre ſaued in bodye and 
in ſoule. 
C And yponalltheſemarterothereisry 
ſen a great opinion inthe people, in'ma- 
ner vniuerſally, that in punyſſhyng and 
coꝛreccyons all theſe perſons beſoꝛe re⸗ 
herſed ſhulde haue lyke punyſſhement, 
if ſpirituall men myghte haue free 
tye in that be halfe . And that ſ 


them to ſilence, that ſpeake ayenſt the a- 


buſion oꝛ diſoꝛdre of ſuche 79s 
be before reherſed; as them that ſpeke a- 
yenſte the thyngeſelfe'; And man other 


murm ours ⁊ grudges beſide theſe that 
be before reherſed/ be amonge the p 
— r = tf 
aboue r n 
moſt to be lamented and ſoꝛowed / that 
ſpiritualle men / — 3 — 
on aybeararr oats 
/ 24T Many: 7 
menſzoue opinion /rharagreqton 


A TRETISE, 
therof ryſeth by ſpiritualmen, and that 
they do no moꝛe to appeaſe them, ne to 
oꝛdre them ſelfe in no other mancr foꝛ 
the appeaſynge of them, than they do. 
Fo: al tat they do therin molt comen- 
ly is this: they take hit / that they that 
fynde deſaute at ſuche abuſious and diſs 
oꝛdre/loue no pꝛeſtes: and therfoze they 
eſteme, that they do of malyce all that 
they do / to diſtroy the churche, and to 
haue theyꝛ goodes and poſſeſſions them 
ſelſe: And therfoꝛe they thinke it a good 
dede ta ſe them punyſſhed, ſo that they 
ſhall not be able to bꝛynge theyꝛ — 
to eſſect. — — — they punyſ . 

ſhed many perſons, whi — pe =p ar 
haue iuged them to do vpon 
no lole vnto the perpie nat though 0 
ritual men ate boũde in this caſe, ſoꝛ ap- 
peſing of theſe opiniõs iu the peple, voti - 
(he be ſo daũgerous as well to ſpirituall 
menzas to tempoꝛal men that many ſou 
les ſtonde in great peryl therby, not one 
lyito refoꝛme them ſelfe, and to teue and 
beiden, that gyue occaſion 
| ople; ſo towoffende/that may by 
4 aryic n leſte, but Wo io 


A TRETISE 6 
faſt y pꝛaye, weare the heare,gyue almes, 
and to do other good dedes foꝛ them 
ſelfe and foꝛ tꝑhe people / cryenge conty- 
nuully to our loꝛde / t at theſe diviſions 
c may ceaſſe and that peace and concoꝛde 
muy come agayne in to the wooꝛlde: yet 
it appereth not that they do 2 
they rather contynue ſtyll afte 

{4 e pretendynge-by 01 CUT Ti Ges 
Fectione n and ILL | 
greatly to- be lamented, and it wyll be 
garde foꝛ them to bꝛynge it ſo about. 

| But if they*wolde a lytell meken them 
ö ſelfe, and withdravoe ſuche thynges as 
| haue bzonght! the people into this mur⸗ 


4 world 


| moure and grudge : they ſhulde anone 
bꝛynge a newe lyghte of . the 
woꝛlde, and bꝛynge the people to pers 
| fecte loue and obedience to 


heyz ſupe⸗ 
ryours. And here me — Imight 
c ſaye-farthe in one yne Auch tharke 
—— longe as ſpii ners 

etende /t art yz au 

= imme atly 0 

peopie are nde 
and to gcepte-All that 
they 


A TRETISE. 
they bo and teache / without ar 4 
tes reſiſtence 02 grudgynge ayenſt them / 
oꝛ that they voyll pꝛetende / that no de⸗ 
if te is in tem / but in the people /£ 
wyll yet contynue ſtyll in the ſame m 
ner, and after the ſame worldly countes 
nance / as they do nowe / and haue done 
late tyme paſte : The lyght of grace that 
is ſpoken of beſoꝛe, wyll not appere / but 
that bothe parties ſhall walke in this 
|; darkenesof malyce and diuiſion / as they 

haue done in tyme paſte, 


1 C An other occaſyon of 
I this diviſion, 
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| | W E-7X(0:dre of ſpirituall menne / 
| BED 0 ache were ryght ueceſſa- 
ypye to be kept to this day: whiche nowe 
be altered eyther by a lawe made to the 


contrarye / oꝛ by ſomme euylle cuſtome 
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1 founde the wꝛytten by other 
fore this tyme 
¶ Fyꝛſte oe? was a lawe made / that 
a man well ued in his werkes and 
doctrine ſhulde be made a by and 
not a chyldeneg carnall man / oꝛ t at is 
vnlerned in ſpiritual thinges 
CAlſo'that nothenge-ul ſhulde be gyuen 
in any place foꝛ burialles, confeſſion, gy- 
uynge of oꝛdres, ne foꝛ any of the ſacra - 
_ — foꝛ — — lt 
¶ Alſo that byſſhops an 
not be atte vayne 1 — oꝛ 
pleys, ne delyteinthem. 
＋ That it is not laufull ſoꝛ a by 
oꝛ pꝛeſte to be abſente on the ſondaye, 
but to be at Maſſes, and that faſtynge. 
¶ That no pꝛeeſt ſhuld eate fleſſhe from 
Quinqu to Eſter. 
¶ That pꝛeſtes ſhuld faſte aduent. 
¶ That byſſhoppes and pꝛeeſtes, and 
eſpecially „ and religyous / ſhall. 
ſtudye in geuenly ſcri tures, all lernyn⸗ 
— 1 8 es of litigious thynges 
2 
a dog euery yere go 
aboute his dioces with great WR 
an 


A TREATISE 


and eſſecte. 
¶ That heuenly ſ criptures be redde a at 


the byſſhoppes table. 

¶ That 9-clerke fulle of foule woꝛdes 
ſhall be putte fro his offyce. 

¶ That the wages of clerkes ſhall be 
gyuen after they2 merites. 

C That ptceſtes: ſhall eſchewe ſeates 


at mariages. 
C That clerkes ſhal com in no tauernes. 
¶ That a —.— ſhall haue pooꝛe 
apparelle / lodgynge, and table; and ſes 
pynge foꝛ pooꝛe men. 

C That a byſſhoppeſhall not Iyghtely 
ne for tranſytoꝛie thynges. 

C That clerkes ſhuld rather ſtudie/that 
they: bꝛetherne that vary, be brought to 
peace, than to iudgement. 

C That a clerke ſhyulde inſtructe euery 
manne'with his wozdes, and to the en- 
tente that pooꝛe men, ſhulde not be gre- 
urd, that they ſhulde gette they2 lyuinge 
with ſomme handye crafte; as y 
Paule dy dde. 2 

C That clerkes ſball-not take vppon 
them the actes 02 pꝛocuracyons of ſe⸗ 


culer menne. 
7 Z hat 


A: TRETISE.. *% 8 


¶ That laye men ſhall not make clerkes 
theyꝛ factoures oꝛ gouuernours vnder 
them. 
¶ That monkes after the counſaylle of 
Lalcidonence / ſhall be holly entendynge 
to faſtynges and prayers in the places 
where they renounced the an. — 
that they foꝛſake not they? 
foz no buſynes of the churche ne of the 
woꝛlde. 
¶ That clerkes that cuſtomably be play 
ers at tables 02 hunters, ſhalbep2olibyt 
of houſelynge. And ſaynt John Lito 
ſtome v ODathewe the. xxi.cha 
ſayth that as of the temple c — 
all goodnes / ſo of the temple all euyll pꝛ 
cedeth . And therfoꝛe hit foloweth, that 
if p2eeſthode be hole / all thechurche = 
rilſheth And if it be coꝛrupte, the fayth 
and vertue of the people fadeth alſo and 
falleth away: as if thou ſee a tree that 
hath wethered leues, thou knoweſt ther 
by that there is a defaute in the roote / ſo 
vohan thou ſeeſt the people lyue oute of 
good oꝛdre, knowe it fot certayne, that 
they: pꝛeeſthode is not hole ne ſounde. 
And therfoꝛe if it were aſked , where is 
nowe 
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that they beynge at a concoꝛde, myghte 


tice that is called in latin Declaratio de- 


A . TREATISE 
nowe the deuocion and obedience of the -- 
inferioyrs, the defence of knyghtes; the 
peace of Chiſten p2yncis , to the. ende 


reſiſte and feyght agaynſt ſiſmatikes and 
infydels, recouerynge ageyne regions, 
whiche they haue nowe taken fro chꝛi⸗ 
ſten men, and perverted them: It myght 


be anſwered / that they be gone thꝛough 
bꝛekynge of ſuche lawes. 


C.1Dany of theſe ſayenges and dyuers 
other here omytted, be the ſayenges of 


John Serß chanceller of Paris / in a tre- 


fectyum viroꝛum eccleſiaſticoꝛum. In 
whiche treatiſe he recytetꝶ alſo dyuers 
gbuſyons-wherof I ſhall recyte parte 
vnder the maner of queſtions ſoꝛ ſhorte- 
nes, as he doth, as wel cocernyng other 
countreys as this, that they maye the 
rather be knowen and auoyded. 

¶ Fyꝛſt he aſketh this queſtion. Yohat 
it auayleth, oꝛ what ptofiteth the church 
the ſuperfluous pompe of pꝛelates and 
tardinalles. And wohat meaneth it al- 
ſo, that one man hath foure, fyue. vi, oꝛ 


viii. benefices, wgerol he is not percaſe 


worthy 
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fy A TRETISE ©» | 
worthy to 2. Nei w r Witk vii _ 
ons tight be ſuſteyned, that gyue them 
Telfe to lernyhg, prayer to the ſeruice of | 
god? Pere (ſayth he) take hede. He- 
ther hos; dogges, byꝛdes, and the ſu - 
perfluous company of men of the chur- 
che ſhulde rather eate the patrimonte of 
the churche , than the pooze menne of 


| 


vice of god, and to the conuerſion of in- 
fidels, oꝛ infuche other werkes of mer⸗ 
eye and pietie ? O howe many places 
(ſayth he) oꝛdeyned fo2 the ſeruice of 
god in Rome and elles where, be nowe 
though the negligence of pꝛelates deſo- 
late ⁊ diſtroyed ? O howe is it ſayth he; 
that the ſwerde of holyechurche , that 
is the ſentence of Excommunication, to 
her iſpyte and rep2oofe is ſoo 
ly al; tly dꝛe ven out: and fozſo Iyttell 8 
thynge (as ſome tyme foꝛ dette) is ſoo 
cruelly executed ypon pooꝛe men? Mhat 
is it glſo, that one cauſe vpon a ſmalle 
thynge ſhall contynue ſo many yeres? 
and why is not that length of tyme , 
vhiche is the ſpoyler and robber of 
pooꝛe men, in ſomme W 
929 cutte 


faythe ageyne, and to repꝛoue chꝛiſten 
men, that they be cruclle and haue no 


many places of his werkes, but he fyn- 


they: peyntynge and garnyſſhyng with 
golde, ſyluer, pꝛecious ſtones/and ſuche 


ſettynge vppe of ymages . Diſcuſſe alſo 
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cutte away? why is it not rather mer- 


cifully appoynted to the Jewes conuers 


ted / ſomme reaſonable lyuynge of theyꝛ 


ovone goodes rather than by cxtreme ne 
ceſſite to compelle them to foꝛſake the 


itie ? Judge ye alſo (ſayth he) whether 
ſo great varietie of ymages and pictures 
be expedient: and whether they do not 


peruert ſom ſimple perſons to ydolatrie? 
Mut here it is to be noted / that Jhon 
Gerſon fyndeth not defaulte in ſettynge 
vp of ymages, fo: he commendeth it in 


deth defaute at the varietie of them in 


other / with ſo great riches about them, 
that ſome ſymple perſons myght lyght- 
ly be enduced to beleue ſome ſpecial wor 


kuynge to be in the ymages / that is not in 
them in dede. And ſo he fyndeth defaute 


at the abuſe of ymages : and not at the 


(ſayth the ſayd Jhon Gerſon) whether 
ſo large excmpcions as ſomme haue, be 


o o 
expedient? and whether it be pꝛoſytable 
ſo to leade them fro thcyꝛ oꝛdinaries ? 
Serche alſo ſaythe he / if there be not 
ſome apocrifate voꝛytynges / oꝛ pꝛayers, 


oꝛ hymnes by pꝛoceſſe of tyme (ſomme 


of purpoſe / ſome by e ende h 
vp tothe hurte of the faythe ? but than 


f 


e aſketh : whether all pzelates and pre- 
es 10 40 in the articles aboue rehers 
ſed / and he ſaythe our loꝛde foꝛbede it. 
Fo: lyke as Helyas, whan he had went 
that all the people of Iſraell hadde bene 
fallen to ydolatrie / herde our loꝛde ſay, 
J haue yet reſerued ſeuen thouſand me, 
that neuer bowed they2 knees befoze 
Baale: ryght ſo it maye be ſayde / that 
nowe in theſe dayes our loꝛde hath re- 
ſerued ryghte many good menne bothe 
ſpiritualle and tempoꝛalle / that be not 
gyltie in any of the ſayde articles / ne 
yet partie in any maner to the ſayd diui- 
ſyon / whiche th2oughe helpe of grace / 
and with the fauoure of the ſuperiours 
ſhall be ryghte well able to bꝛynge the 


* 
p 
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other to good accoꝛde. 
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..C An other occaſion of this 
n 02; 7" DROITS. 

The thyꝛde Capiter. 


2 
pereth . And 
at vohan pꝛe- 


put 


tha 


haue 
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haue iudged to be greatter than it was / 
and have many tymes recyted the wor- 
des, affermytige them to be true: and 
therfoze they haue extended all lawes ; 
that be made agay 1 men the moꝛe 
extremely ageynſte them : Mherby the 
people in many countreyes haue bene ſo 
ofte greued and oppreſſed, that they 
haue grutched maruayllouſiy at it. Ani 
whan lay men haue redde tho woꝛdes / 
they haue take therby, that the makers 
of tho lawes, whiche repꝛeſente in them 
the eſtate of all ſpirituall men; Raue ind- 
ged,that the makers ther 4 —. 
that la ye men were cruell agaynſt them: 


and where crueltie is iudged to be, there 
is no loue. Foꝛ lyke as nothyng helpeth 
mote to noziſſhelouein a man than that 
he may kno we / that the other louethe 
dur 1 5 Ne 0905 receyued any pro 
yte by hym: fo nothynge nouryſſhethe 
moꝛe diuiſion and diſcoꝛde, than that a 
x rho tu that gn other loueth him not, 
though percaſe he know, that e neuer 
dyd gym hurte, ne entendeth not to do. 
And therfoze whan lay men haue by tho 


woꝛdes taken occaſyon to 3 that 
3 


ſpiri 
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a aa dae adiuged cruelt ie in 


oo 


-. 
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inf uche thynges as be partely touched 
before, but alſo in woꝛdes / affermynge 
ſomtyme, that laye men loue not pꝛeſtes: 
ſo ĩ likewiſe ſome lay me miſoꝛdre them 
ſelfe in woꝛdes agaynſt pꝛeſtes / and voyl 
'faye/that there is no good pꝛeſte/oꝛ that 
all pꝛeſtes be nought : and ſome, as it is 
ſayde, wyll call them ſomtyme hoꝛeſon 
pꝛeeſtes. And if all theſe woꝛdes were 
pꝛohybyte on bothe ſydes vpon greate 
paynes, I thynke it wold do great good 
in this behalfe. 7s 


¶ An other eauſe of this 
dyuyſion. 


The fourth Capiter. 


be harde ⁊̃ exſtreme la wes 
that are made ſoꝛ layenge 
pv yyolent handes vpon cler- 
Elkes, and ſuche other ſpy- 
D rytuall perſones / hath ben 
an other cauſe of this diuiſion. For they 
verye parciall / as to the reders wyll 
appere, and they be alſo 1 * / 
wy + ac 


eee ee, 


I 9 2 # x e — | 
: ; *. : . r. 
— 2 "as. e 1 


15 


SN et ck. de ſeytenc.cxcomunicac.ca. 
uenit: et ca. ea eq woſcitur. T in many other 


' muincac.! li. yi. ca. v 
| laweo be ſuc 


that be is eue 
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hat nether kynge noꝛ lozde be not excep- = 
e at they ſhulde goo to 
e to be aſſoyled. And the ſayde 


22. iiij. ſi quis ſuadente 


Non dubium et ca. mulieres /et Ca. per- 


ters there, et ex. de ſentenc. excom- 

ca. religiolo'. And theſe 
e, that if a manne in vio⸗ 
s hande l > gba 


clerke bete a laye manne H_ ly ) 
and with violence, he is not accourſed. 


And this parcialyte Nath done greatte 
hurte, | 


other occaſion o 
C.Ap eden 0 


The fy te babrter. 
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A TRETISE « . 
churche: than of any charite to the pe 
erby many doo rather 12 ſe 

beye them. And I ſup 

veryly , charth diuiſyon wyll neuer be 


—— charitably refourmed and 
te to good — the o⸗ 
piecomero - 


is p Doynt / 

nc . 5 
rhe e cef - And 
by Wy erde. i 91 


all wyll-r ou Dem dfe ond 
ſew 2 fat 2erly > 
and not ertende the ſentences 'of the 
urcNe Yppon = 7 Me _ — 
vppon fuche parcialyte, as they haue 
doone in tyme paſte. And if they wyll 
refourme theſe poyntes befoꝛe reher- 
ſed / and Th other cor pee —4 
wynge , luppoſe ) e 
wylle gladdely here them and 2 5 
them. Foꝛ than, as the goſpelle ide 7 
Rr 
oꝛe il it were 10 guc⸗ 
toꝛitie of partyamente as of conuoca- 
e artycles'ſhulde be de ⸗ 
uyſed and putte in to the generall ſen- 
1 ue ſhulde ſtyꝛre gs well N 
tua 


9111 
99 
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tuall menne / as tempoꝛall men, to loue 

tue / and flee vyces, to love 
4 aynneſſe, and to flee falſeho 

2 2 And that none 
pore ae 02 dymyny — 
concernynge the ſayde articles: 

J te it wolde helpe moche to make 
a good agrement of this diuiſion / and to 
contynue the ſame / with loue and dꝛede 
betwirte the reulers ſpirituall and the 
n as there oughte to be. And if 

e articles were deuyſed to refrayne 
anna menne ſro gyuynge 1 
any ferther occaſion to this diuiſion, oꝛ 
1 other lyke: and they to be tedde at 

tatione, Scenes, and (i 2 other like 

aces, where 6 aſſer lime 25 
mente of they: 02 | 
mandem 222 to be appo 
lement and Lomecaton: 
N | 
to — 


wolde bꝛynge man 
oxder, and Ho . 
N of this diuiſion. 


An af of 
C other dec on this 


Then. Lip rid 
An 


TRE TER. 


ſamilyaritie of pꝛ 
they: Canes end diſpoꝛtes; and H 
vſed to make mocke moꝛe of them 
were compenable, thame of Wan | 
were not fo , and have called them good 
4 565 and good pantons . And 
alſo Welle * chapleyns, whi- 
che che they ole not onely fuffre/ but alſo 
commande to go on hnntyiige/hauking 
and he other vayne diſpoꝛtes. Af 
fo woldelet 11 lye amonge other 
ee tes / where they coulde neys' 


ayer no2 contemplation; *** + 
1 them wolde ſuffre them 


ries / not con uenyent in 9 7 
N "oh 


1 1 5 58 — 
receyuours 
: be an 1 1 0 they Ren or 


ſynes, ſo bah b. 


theharte hath 


eve 
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4 M4 £ 4 Bo "> >» —__ 


— hereth of 
them; and that ſewe mẽ do loue to here: 
And therfoze wyll they pꝛeferre them / 
that wyl let them a lone. And yet whan 
they haue ſo done / they wyl anone ſpeke 
euyll of pꝛeſtes / and repoꝛte great lyght⸗ 
neo in them,andlyghtly noote one preſte 
with an other pꝛeſtes 'defqute, and that 
whan they haue bene partly occaſioners 
to they: offences them ſelfe, as it is ſgyd 
before . And this demenoꝛ hath thzough 
a longe contynuaunce noꝛyſſhed ſome 
parte of this dyuyſion, and ſo wyll it do 
as longe as it cotinueth.And alſo where 
by the lawe / pꝛeeſtes oughte to be at the 
churche on ſondays and holy —— 

| elpe 


_—_ 
A 
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helpe forthe the ſeruyce of god in the 
quere, c ought alſo whan they be there, 
to be oꝛdred by thecutate: yet neuer the 
leſſe many men that haue chappleynes, 
wyll not ſuffre them to come in the pa⸗ 
ryſſhe churche, and wan they be there, 
they wyll nat kaue them oꝛdered by the 
curate but after them ſelſe: ne ſee them 
be in the quere, but ſendeth them many 
tymes on other errandes, and that in 
woꝛldly matters, as cuſtomably as they 
doo other ſeruauntes: and many ſuche 
chapleynes ſhewe them ſelſe evidently 
by they2 diligence in that behalfe, to be 
better contente to do that buſynes, than 
to be in the quere, and that maketh the 
curates and the neyghbours bothe to 
thynke a great lyghtnes in them, and do 
diſcõmende them fot it: and whan they 
here of it / they be alſo diſcontented/and 
theyꝛ mayſters bothe / and ſay the pariſ- 
ſhens haue nothynge to do with it, and 
commenly other chapleynes wylle take 
parte in ſuche matters: whervppon dy⸗ 
uers grudges and variances haue ryſen 
in many places, that haue done greatte 
hurt in this behalfe, And as it is in this 


caſe 
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caſe of chapleyns, and ſeruynge preſtes, 
ſo it is allo of chantry pꝛeſtes 4 brother- 
pꝛeſtes in many places. And as it 
ſemeth theſe articles myghte be holpen 
thusAhat is to ſay,that it be pꝛohibited 
vpon a payne, that wo ſhall heres 
after cuſtomablye vſe huntynge, haws 
kynge / cardes, dyce, noꝛ ſuche ot her 
games vnſyttynge foꝛ a pꝛeeſte, though 
percaſe he maye as for 9 recreacion vſe 
ſome honeſte diſpoꝛtes ſoꝛ a tyme: ne cu⸗ 
ſtomably yſe the ale houſe oꝛ tauerne. 
And if any pꝛeſte vſe any ſuche ynlaufull 
games 02 other demenour / not conueni⸗ 
ent fo a pꝛeſte, ſo moche that the people 
be offended by it / and fynde defaut at it: 
that than if he be warned therof by an 
gbbot and a Juſtyce of the peace of the 
ſhire, where heis dwellynge,and yet he 
do not reſoꝛme hym ſelfe: that than be⸗ 
ſide the ſayde peyne, he be by conuocas 
tion ſu fro miniſtryng the ſacra- 
mentes, and be diſabled to take any ſer- 
uice / tyll he be enhabled 2 by the 
1 — oꝛdinarie. And that it be 
farther engcted, that no man ſhal haue a 
chapleyne hereaſter / but he 1 ſton⸗ 

ynge 
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ngehouſe, and that onely in his ſton- 
Y a — — —ͤ— 
chapheytie yridin the degree of a barone, 
⁊ that he that hath a ſtondynge houſe, 
and hath alſo a chapleyne, ſhall yppon 
logng wire for his-chapleyn ofecrete 
with locke and key/that ge may 

the commen recourſe of the 
— ſeruantes, and vſe hym ſelſe therin 
conueniently in redynge / pꝛayer, oꝛ con- 
templation / oꝛ ſuche — labours and 
bulynes as be eee 028 wee 


to vſe. 
| C:Anorhercauſe oftheſayd | 


— — — 


piri office, 
that is called i in latyn, —— that 
the part e not knowen who hath 
accuſed them and thei 1:they haue 
ſomtyme bene cauſed to tauſes 


of hereſies: ſomtyme to do penaunce, oꝛ 
ö to 


by 

A -TRETISE. 127 
to pay great ſommes of money fo: rede- 
myng therof/ which vexacion and char- 
ges the partis haue thought haue come 
to them by the iudges and the offycers 
of the ſpirituall Courte: foz they haue 
knowen none other accuſers, and that 
hath cauſed moche people in diuers par 
tyes of this realme to thynke great ma- 
lyce and parcialyte in the ſpirituall iud- 
ges. And if a man be ex officio brought 
befoꝛe the oꝛdinarie foꝛ hereſie , if he be 
notably ſuſpected of hereſte : he muſte 
pourge him ſelfe after the wyl of the 02- 
dinart,ot be accurſed, and that is by the 
lawe, extra de hereticis. ca. Ad abolen- 
dam. Znc At ie tf 51 Iv ImMany rec 
be a yery garde lav 
pected and not g 110 1c 
to q ꝑuxgation withoute p2c vl 
oute offcnce_ in Pym, 02 ſed: and 
it appereth de hereticis li. yi. in the cha- 
piter Jn fidei fauoꝛem, that they that be 
gccurſed and alſo parties to the ſame 
offence,may be wytnes in hereſy: and in 
the chapter accuſatus perag . licet/ it ap- 
pereth,that if a man be ſworn to ſay the 
trouthe concernynge hereſie, as wm of 
C ym 


— __a SE 
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gym ſelfe as of other, and he fyꝛſte con⸗ 
feſſcth nothynge, and aſter contrary to 
his fyꝛſt ſayenge he appeleth bothe hym 
ſelfe and other: if it appere by 
feſte tokens / that he doth it not of light⸗ 
nes of mynde, ne of hatred, noꝛ foꝛ co2- 
ruption of money: that than his voyt- 
nes in fauoure of the 2 ſhal ſtonde / 
9s well ageynſte hym ſelfe / as agaynſte 
other : and yet hit appereth euydently 
in the ſame Courte, and in the ſame 
matter, that he is a periured perſone. 
his is a dgungerous lawe , and moze 
yke to cauſe yntrewe and. ynlawulle 


ghte comme 
to 


many 
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to the accuſours 02 wytnes of hereſie by 
the great power of them that be accuſid: 
that than they maye commaunde, that 
the names of the accuſours 02 wytneſſe 
ſhal uot be ſyevoed but to the byſſhop oꝛ 
enquerours, 02 ſuche other lerned men 
as be called to them, and that ſhall ſuf- 
fyce, though they be not ſhewed to the 
partie. And foz the moꝛe indempnitie of 
the ſayde accuſours and wytneſſe it is 
there decreed, that the byſſhoppe 02 in- 
querours maye enioyne ſuche as they 
haue ſhewed the names of ſuche wyt- 
nes ynto, to kepe them cloſe ypon payne 
of excomunication, ſoꝛ diſcloſynge that 
ſecrete without theyꝛ lycens. And ſurely. 
this is a ſoꝛe lawe / that a man ſhall be 
condempned / and not knowe the names 
of them that be cauſers therof. 

C And though the ſayd lawe ſeme to be 
made vpon a good conſideration foꝛ the 
indempnytie of the accuſours and wit- 
nes, yet it ſemeth, that that.conſyderg- 
cyon c an not ſuffyce to pꝛoue the lawe 
reaſonable. Foꝛ it ſemeth that the accu- 
ſours and wytnes myght be ſaued fro 
daunger bi a nother way, and that * 

2 t. 13 
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this way. If the byſſhop oꝛ inquerours 
dꝛede, that the accuſours and wytnes 
might take hurt /as is ſayd befoꝛe: than 
might they ſhewe it to the kynge and to 
his counſayle / beſcchynge his grace of 


helpe in that behalfe / to ſaue and defend 


the aecuſours and voytnes fro the extoꝛt 
power of them that be accuſed: And if 
they wold-doſotit is not to ſuppoſe/but 
that the kynge wold ſufficiently pzouide 
foꝛ they2 ſaue garde: But ſoꝛ as moche 
as it ſhuld ſeme / that ſpirituall menne 
ſomwhat pꝛetende to punyſſhe hereſies 
only of theyꝛ ovone power without cal- 
ling foꝛ any aſſiſtance of the temporal po 
wer,therfoze they make ſuche lawes,9s 
may helpe forthe theyꝛ purpoſe as they 
thynke: but ſurely that is not thecharitg 
ble way, to put the knowlegeof the ng- 
mes of the accuſoꝛs and vwytnes fro him 
that is accuſed, foꝛ if he knewe them/he 
might percaſe alledge and my ſo great 
and ſo vepemente cauſe of rancour and 
malyee in the that accuſe him-that their 
ſayenges by no lawe ought not to ſtonde 
agaynſte gym. And that ſpyꝛytuall men 
pꝛetende, that they only ſhulde . 
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ſies., And I thinke it is not in the church 
to pꝛopybit that; foꝛ though it were ſo, 
that the tempozall men maye not iudge, 
what is hereſie and what not / yet they 
may / as it ſemeth, by theyz owne aucto 
rytie enquere of it / and enfoꝛme the oꝛdy 
narie, what they haue ſounde. And alſo 
if a Metro poyrrake with all his — — 
and people of his dioces fell into hexiſie: 
it wolde be harde to redreſſe it without 
tempoꝛal power. And therfoꝛe tempoꝛal 
men be redye and are . to be redy 

| Z to 
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to oppꝛeſſe hereſies, vohan they ryſe: as 
ſpirituall men be. And therfoze ſpiritual 
men may not take all the thanke to them 
ſelfe / vohan hereſyes be punyſſhed / as 
though theyꝛ charitie and power onely _ 
dyd it, foꝛ they haue the fauour and help 
of tempoꝛall men to do it, oꝛ els many 
tymes it wolde not be brought aboute. 
*Neucrtheles myn entent is not to pꝛoue 
the ſaid lavoes al holly to be cruel 4 vnre 
ſonable/ foꝛ Jknow well /that it is right 
expedient, that ſtrayt law¾es be made fo: 
punyſſhment of hereſies,that be hereſies 
in dede / more rather than any other of- 
fence, and that the diſcretion of the iud- 
ges ſpirituell maye ryghte well aſwoage 
the ry gour of the ſayde lawes, and vſe 

them moꝛe fauoꝛably agaynſt them that 
be innocẽtes than agaynſt them that be 
wylfull offendours / if they wyll chari- 
tabby ſerche foꝛ the truthe. But ſurely if 
the ſayde lawes ſhulde be putte into the 
rom el cruell judges, it'myghte 
happen tharthey ſgulde many tymes pu 
nyihe innocentes, as wel as offendours, 
but I truſte in god, itis not ſo, Neuer 

the les whether it be ſo oꝛ not, certayn it 
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offende as they ought to do, howe great 


anyt 


5 2 man: that is not enfecte with 
e ſayd deſyꝛe and aſfection to haue the 
woꝛldly honour of pꝛeeſtes exalted and 


is / that there is a great rumour amonge 
the peo ple / that it is ſo, ⁊ that ſpirituall 
men punyſſhe not he reſie only foꝛ zele of 
the faith-and of a loue ⁊ a ʒele to the pe- 
ple, with a fathcrly pitie to tem that ſo 


offenders ſo euer they be / 
do it rat? 6 tha 

nge agaynſt the woꝛldly power 
oꝛ ryche re —— oꝛ agaynſt 
the great confederacie, that (as many 
men ſaye) is in them to maynteygne it. 
And though many ſpyꝛytuall men may 
be founde, that haue ryght many great 
vertues and great gyftes of god, as cha 
ſtitye , liberalitie / pacyence; ſobꝛeneſſe/ 
temperance; counnyng, and ſuche other, 
yet it wyll be harde to fynde any oone 


pꝛeferred/⁊ therfoze if any lay ma repoꝛt 
any euyll of a pꝛeeſt, though it be openly 


knoween / that it is as heſaythe- yet they 


wyll be moꝛe diligente to cauſe the laye 
man to ceaſſe of that ſayenge, than to do 
that in them is to refourme that is a 


C 4 myſſe 
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* the pꝛeeſte / that it is ſpoken of; 
takynge as hit were an occaſion; to doo 
the leſſe in ſuche refoꝛmations / bycauſe 
laye men ſpeke ſo moche agaynſt them : 
Bur lurch that voyll be none excuſe to 
ſpirituall — — god, wohã he ſhall 
aſke accompte of his people, that were 
commytted vnto theyꝛ kepynge. 
¶ And if this diuiſion be ſuſſred to cots 
tynue, it is not vnlyke / but that greate 
bendynge ſhall folowe on both partyes / 
z woherby great hurte and inconuenience 
19. maye — — — A 


the diuiſion be derely ceſled-« Our 
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1 — e go 
doctours /thatnone 
100,94 — retike foꝛ that onely 
N cher be erreth/ but ſoꝛ that 
x ble delendeth opynatyfelye 
bis errour . And therfoꝛe he cat erretiꝛ 
of ſymplicite may in no wyſe be ſayd an 
— And ſumma roſella; inthety- 
tle hereticus in pꝛincipio, ſaytꝶ / that a 
man may erre, and meryte therby: and 
he putteth this example. If a ſymple vn⸗ 
6585 5 here 1 — 
y ſhopʒ that pꝛeac appiy agay 

the rene —.— it with a redy 
nynde to obey: this man meriteth, and 
et heerreth* but that is to be yndere; 
bowele —— — — eth. Than 
t ſemeth / tꝑat it is not ynougg to pꝛoue 
that a mã is an heretike, ſoꝛ that he hath 
holden opinions ayenſte that the church 
t:acheth, ne that he oughte not to make 
ary purgatyon noꝛ abiuration foꝛ it: for. 
that that he helde in ſuche caſe was not 
hisfayth; but the fayth of the churche 
— — Se A 
fully auyſed of it. 
n dan, e — 


Ls paꝛte 


6 
- M 
- Pet £4 a 4 


—ͤ—ñ—1—V OS IE Oe os ew —— — — — — — — 


© epalpono if 2 interrog 


| A TRE _—_ . 
parte of kepynge of Eaſter , was no he- 
retyke;and ſome ſay that ſaynt Lhadde 
was of the ſame —_ as ſaynct Alt. 
dan was; whiche' in lykewoyſe was no 
heretike, foꝛ they: deſyꝛe was to knowe 
the truthe: and therfoꝛe it is not redde / 
that they made eyther pourgacyon / oꝛ 
abiuration /ne yet the abbotte Joachim / 
vohiche neuer theleſſe erred,for he was 
. redy to ſubmytte hym to the determing- 
tion ofthe churche/and therfoꝛe he was 
nepther holden as an heretyke, ne com- 
| pelledfto abiure. Than if rh this be ſothe / 
hit were great pitie, if it ſhuldebetruc 
1 that there ſhulde-be ſo 
great a deſyꝛe in ſome ſpiritual} men to 
haue men gbiured; ot Raue the extrem: 
punyſſhement for her as it i9ſayde 
258 is. Foz as ſome haue A vega if 
any woll wytnes/ that a m th ſpo⸗ 
n any tkynge / that is hereſie beute 
he ſpeke it onely of an ignoꝛaunce/oꝛof 
A0- 


mee 


0 — 
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oute examynynge the intente 02 cauſe of 
his ſayenge , 02 whether- he hadde a 
mynde to be refourmed oꝛ not: and that 
is a verye ſooꝛe waye / oure loꝛde be 
moꝛe mereyfulle to oure ſoules, than 
ſo greuouſely to punyſſhe vs ſoꝛ euc- 
rye lyght defaute. 2 
And here ſome ſay / that bycauſe there 
is ſo greatte a deſyꝛe in ſpiritual men, 
to haue men abiure; and to be nooted 
with hereſie / and that ſome; as it were 
of a polycye do noyſe it , that the roy - 
alme is full of geretyckes / more than it 
is in dede: that hit is aus / 
that ſpiritualle men ſhulc 31 
ritie to arreſt a ms 


pection, 02 complaynte of hereſte 
thatdeſy:e of punyſſhement in} 


[men be ceal 1 and goone: but that 
they ſhulde make ptocelle agaynſt them 

to bꝛynge them in yppon payne of cur- 

| ſynge: and thanne , if they tary fourty 
dayes / the kynges lawes to bꝛyng them 
in by a wiytte De excommunicato ca- 
piendo, and ſo to be bzoughte fourthe 
out of the kynges Gaole to anſwere. 
But ſurely; as it is ſomewohat gy 
: oꝛe 
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beforel in the, yii.chap.it-ſemeth that the 
church in time paſt hath done what they 
coulde to 55 1 ane they might 
punyſſhe hereſie of them ſelfe / without 
callynge foz any 5 helpe therin of the ſecu - 

ler power. 

C And therfo:e they baue made lawes 
thatheretykes myghte be arreſted and 
put in pꝛyſon, and ſtokkes yf nede were / 
; 83 Clementinis de hereticis . 
N querela . And after at the 
ory callynge on of the ſpiritualtie / it 
enacted by parlyament / that 02dis 
naries myghtarete men ſoꝛ hereſie : foꝛ 
ſomme menthynke, that the ſayde Cle · 
f effecte in the kynges 
lawe to areſte any man for hereſie: But 
ifa man were openly and notably ſuſpe⸗ 


[| cted ofhereſie, and that there were ſuffi- 


cient recoꝛde and wytnes ayenſte hym / 
| there were alſo a doubt that he wolde 
lee and not appere / wherby he myghte 
enfecte other; it ſemeth conuenient that 

he be areſted by the body ae 
1 


| | enery rd gt pro ly 
| Foun thatthe kynges ones i 


maye be yntrewe . And it wy 
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his counſaylle loke ſpecially vppon this 
matter / and not to ceaſſe / tylle hit be 
bꝛougkt to moꝛe quietnes than it is yet, 
and to ſee with greatte dylygence, that 
pꝛide, couetyſe / noꝛ woꝛldely loue be no 
tudges, noꝛ innocentes be punyſſhed, ne 
yet that wylfull offenders go not yyith- 
out dewe coꝛreccyon. Aren 


¶ An other cauſe of this 
dyuyſion. 


The nynthe Chapyter. 


N other occaſyon of this 
l dyuyſion hath riſen by the 
F extremities / that haue ben 


( hewed in ſutes taken in 


che ſpirituall courtes / by 
—— ſpirityall menne, foz there 
hath therby riſen an opiniõ among mo- 
che people, that a man were as good or 
better to let a ſpyꝛytual man haue at the 
begynnyng al that he demaundeth as to 
ſtryue with hym in the ſpirituall la we 
foꝛ it. In ſo moche/that as hit is ſayde/ 
ſuche extremyties haue bene vſed in the 


. 
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ſpiri 


plee ſꝑall be admytted in the ſpirituall 
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ſpirituall lawe for-tythes, that no pre- 


ſcription/cuſtome/compoſition, noꝛ other 


lawe ageynſte them . And ſurely if that 
be trewe, it is a great parcialyte / and a 
great denyenge of Juſtyce. And therfoꝛe 


it wolde be reſour med. And as foꝛ moꝛ⸗ 
tuaries they be adnulled all redy by ſtg- 
tute / but yet begynnethe to ryſe oone 
thynge to maynteyne the fyꝛſte diviſion 


concernynge ſuche moꝛtuaries / if hit be 
ſuffered to contynue, and that is / that 
many curates / not regardynge the kyn- 
ges ſtatute in that behalfe / perſwade 


theyꝛ paryſſhens / whan they be ſycke, 


beleue that they can not be ſaued, but 


to 

they reſtozethem as. moche 9s the olde 
.MDouuarye wolde haue amounted to. 
And ſurelye the curates , that by that 
meanes gette any recompence / by gyfſte / 
oꝛ by queſte, are bounde in conſcience to 
reſtitution. Fox he is deceyuedde in his 


gyſte oꝛ bequeſte . Foꝛ it pzocedeth not 
. of free libertie / but ypon that yntrue 
infourmacion. And lyke as a contracte / 
vherby a man is deceiued in that thinge 


4 


that is ſolde/ holdeth not in conſcienee, 


46 
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as if a manne ſelle copper foꝛ golde, oꝛ 
wyne myrte with water foꝛ pure wine: 
and ſoit is whan a man maketh a gyſte 
oꝛ a bequeſte yppon an yntrue ſurmyſe. 
And that no man is bounden in conſci- 
ence to reſtoꝛe foꝛ his Moꝛtuary nowe, 
ſythe the ſtatute of Moꝛtuaryes was 
made, it maye appere thus. Jt i 


of this royalme / that the parlys i" 


den by them that be lerned 1 — 


hath an abſe ute power, 9s Ic 


| 


ſeſſion A Une AAA ; 
this realme. I We andes 10e 1 
be , ſpyꝛytualle oꝛ tempoꝛalle/ to 


take them fro oone manne, and gyue 
theym to an nother / vwithoute anye 
cauſe oꝛ conſide ration. Foꝛ if they doo 
it, it byndeth in the lawe . And if there 
be a conſideration, than it byndethe in 
la woe and conſcience. And certayne 
it is, that all ſuche Moꝛtuaryes were 
tempoꝛalle goodcs, though they were 
claymed by ſpyꝛytualle menne: And 
the cauſe why they were taken awaye 
was, ſoꝛ as moche as there ewoe 
thynges within this realme, that cau- 


led moꝛe va ryance amonge the peo 


— 


2 


and had an houſpolde in an other place, 


ried ſoꝛ the moꝛtuaries; the people / as it 
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than they dyd whanthey were ſuffred / 
for they were taken ſo farre ageynſt the 
oꝛder of the kynges la woes /a % nſte 
Juſtice and 7 as ſhall hereafter 
pcre. Fyꝛſte they were taken not onely 
aſter the deth of "he guſ bonde, but alſo 
after the deth of the woyſe / whiche after 
thelawes of the realme/had no goodes, 
but that it was taken of thehuſ bondes 
goodes,andthey were taken alſo of ſer- 
uantes and chyldren as well infantes 
as other. And if a man died by the way, 


he ſhulde paye moꝛtuaries in bothe pla- 
ces. And ſometyme whan the parſone/ 
and vicar of a churche appꝛopꝛied; yas 


hath ben reported, haue ben enfoꝛced/er 
they coulde ſytte in reſte, to pay in ſome 
laces moꝛtuaries to tem bothe . And 
metyme the curates wolde pzohibite 
pooꝛe men to ſell theyꝛ goodes in time of 
theyꝛ ſicknes / if they were ſuche goodes 
as were lyke to be theyꝛ 4 
they wolde ſay it was done in defraude 
of the church Abd if the quicke goodes 
| vere better than the deed goodes, ay 
wold 
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wolde in ſomme places take the quycke : 
And if the deade goodes were better 
than 1 N — they wolde take the 
deed. And the Moꝛtuaries muſt be de- 
lyuered forthe with / oꝛ elles the bodye 
ſhulde not be buryed. And they pꝛeſcri- 
bed to haue ryght to moꝛtuaries onely 
by the pꝛeſcription of the ſpiritual lawe. 
And vnder that maner moꝛtuaries en- 
creaſſed dayly in many places / where 
they hadde not bene vſed befoꝛe / and of 
lykelyhode wolde haue gone farther, if 
they had not bene ſtopped in tyme. And 

they were in many places taken in ſuche 

maner that it made the people to thinkez 

that the curates loued theyꝛ moꝛtuaries 

better than theyꝛ lyues. And therypon 
_ roſe in many places great diuiſion and 

grudge betwoyxte them / vohiche bꝛoke 

the pece / loue / and charite that ſhulde be 

betwene the curate and his paryſſhens/ 

to the great vnquietnes of many of the 
kynges ſubiectes / as well ſpirituall as 
tempoꝛall, and to the great daunger and 
perylle of they ſoules. For theſe cauſes 
the ſayd moꝛtuaries be adnulled by par 
lyament, as well in conſcience as in the 
THE DO lawe: 
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hit hadde bene mooſte commenly moche 
better to hym / to haue payde his olde 
moꝛtuarie, than the coſtes and expenſes 


* 
in the ſpirituall courte. 
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lawe: And yet it is ſayde, that ſome cu- 


rates vſe great extremyties concernyng 
the ſayde moꝛtuaries, an other. waye: 


and that is this. If the executours at the 
firſte requeſt pay not the money / that is 
appoynted by the ſtatute, they wil anon 
haue a citation ayenſte hym, And there 
he ſhalbe ſo handled, that as itis ſayd, 


that he ſhall pay there, And if it be ſo, it 
wold be reſoꝛmed. And ſurely this mat- 
ter wold be groũdly loked vpon:foꝛ ſom 
men ſay, that the ſute in that caſe ought 
to be taken in the kynges court, and not 


¶ other occaſions of this 
dyuyſion. 
The. x. Chapyter. 


De extreme and couetous 
demenoure of ſome curates 
with they: pariſhes,vher- 
PD = of mencion 1s partely made 
(===) hcrafter,hath ben an other 
cauie 
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cauſe of this diuiſion: And though ma- 
ny ſpirituall men be not felowes with 
them in the extremities:yet none of them 
that haue ben beſte and moſt indifferent / 
haue not done any thynge to refourme 
them, that vſe ſuche extremytees / ne to 
make them thynke, that any deſaut is in 
them in that doynge, but rather, as hit 
were with a deſſe eare / haue dyſſimuled 
it, and ſuffered it paſſe ouer,and haue en- 
deuoꝛed them ſelfe moꝛe to oppꝛeſſe all 
the lay people, that wolde ſpeke againſt 
it / than to refourme them that do it. 
And ſome of the ſayde extremityes be 
thoſe . Some ſay, that in takynge of ty⸗ 
thes curates in ſome places wylle haue 
the.x,parte of cuery thynge within the 

paryſſhe / that is tythable, though their 
8 ſours withoute tyme of mynde 

aue bene contented woithoute git: and 
thoughe there be ſufficient beſyde fo: the 
curat to lyue on, oꝛ though he hath not 
knowen, but that percaſe ſomme- other 
thynge in olde tyme hath bene aſſigned 
in recompence foꝛ it. And in ſom place is 
aſ ked, as it is ſayd, tythe bothe of che- 
kyns and egges / and in ſomme place of 
D 2 mylke 
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mylke and cheſe, and in ſome place the 
x. parte of thc grounde, and alſo of that 
that falleth on the groũde. And in ſome 
places is claymed tithe of ſeruantes wa- 
without deduction : And it is but in 
places / that any ſeruannte ſhall go 
quyte without fom tyth paying /though 
he haue ſpent al in ſyckenes / 02 vpon his 
father and mother / 02 ſuche other neceſ⸗ 
ſarye expenſes. . 
And in ſom places if a paryſgen haue not 
ten calues that yere, the curate wyll put 
the tythynge of tyll an other yere / and 
than to take a tythe calfe, accomptynge 
bothe the yeres to gither-rather than 
wolde the firſt yere take the money, that 
is in that caſe aſſygned by thelawe.And 
they do lyke voyſe of lambes / pygges, 
and ſuche other thynges. Alſo in many 
places the curates take moꝛe at marya- 
ges buryals, and obytes than they were 
wonte to do, and wyll not bury a ſtran- 
ger / that dyeth within the paryſſhe, but 
he haue ſome vohat foꝛ it. Alſo ſome cu- 
rates / whan there is any yaryance be- 
twoene gym and any of his paryſhens/02 
that any of his pariſhens be in his 1 
Nat 
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hath pzohibyte them from houſelle tylle 
he be payde . And it hath ben ſometyme 
ſene, Ms vohan. a pooꝛe man hath bene 
ſette to be hovoſeled/the curate hath be- 
fore al the paryſhe-ypon ſome ſuche dil- 
pleaſure cauſed gym to ryſe and goo a- 
waye, without houſelle, to his rebuke. 
And though theſe abuſions be not vſed 
vnyuerſallye (god foꝛbede they ſhulde) 
foꝛ there be many good curates and o- 
ther ſpirituall men, that wolde not vſe 
them foꝛ the voynnynge 02 leſynge of no 
erthly thynges : yet vohan people of dy- 
uers coũtreys mete to gether, and one of 
them telleth an other of ſome ſuche extre 
mities in ſome curates in his countreye / 
and the other lyke wyſe to hym: anone 
they eſteme ſuche couetyſe and extreme 
delynge to be in all curates. And though 
they do not well in that doinge, foꝛ the 
offence of one pꝛieſte is no offence to an 
other / if they ſo woyll take it: yet ſpiri⸗ 
tuall men do no thynge therin to bꝛynge 
the people oute of that iudgement / but 
ſuffre ſuche abuſions to be vſed by ſome 
of them continually without coꝛrection, 
and (as J haue ſayd befoꝛe) wyl rather 

Ds labour 


—! 
labour to ſtoppe the mouthes of them / 
that wyll fynde defaulte at ſuche deme⸗ 
noure / than to helpe to refourme them / 
that do it. And ſurely as longe as they 
do ſo / it wyll be verye harde to haue a 
good vnitie and peace in this bchalfe, 


C Other cauſes of tze ſoyde 


diuyſion. 


7 T2 nother thynge / that 
bath cauſed the people to 
= 1 grudge agaynſte the pope 
land other ſpyꝛytuall reu- 
= lers hath bene the graun⸗ 
tyng La tic foꝛ money. Foꝛ wha 
Fir path nne noyſed, that the money 
ſhulde be beſtowed to ſomme charitable 
vſe / as vppon the buyldynge of faynte 
Peters churche'in Rome, 02 to ſuche o- 
ther charitable vſe: it hath appered al. 
ter wurde evidently; that it hath not ben 
diſpoſed to that vſe. And that hat cau- 
ſed many to thynke/thatthe ſayde par- 
dons were graunted rather of couetice; 
than of charite, 02 for the helthe W the 
"A oules 
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ſoules of the people. And therypon ſome 
haue fallen in maner in to diſpiſynge of 
pardons, as though pardous graunted 
rer ſuche couetiſe ſhulde nat auayle. 
nd becauſe the people be greatly des, 
ceyued in that iudgement, foꝛ as tothe 
taker the pardon is good, thoughe the 
grantoꝛ offende in his grantynge of the 
pardon. Therfoze it isryght neceſſarye, 
that the rulers take hede,that pardons 
be hereafter granted in ſuche charitable 
maner, that the people ſhall haue no oc- 


kynge, and elles it maye lyghtly hurte 
them bothe. And yeryly it were greatte 
pitie, that any myslykynge of pardons 
ſhulde grove in the hertes of the people 
ſoꝛ any myſdemenour inthe grauntours 
dꝛ other wyſe / ſoꝛ they be ryght neceſſa⸗ 
rie. And I ſuppoſe/that if certain pdons 
were granted frely without money / foꝛ 
ſayeng of certein pꝛayers theriy to be ap- 
poynted / that all mislykyng of pardons 
wolde ſhortly ceſſe and * : 

4 I 


\ caſion ne colour to thynke /that they be 
: granted ofcouetice : And than the graii- 

4 tours ſhall pen them ſelfe in they? 

; graunte / and the people alſo in theyꝛ ta- 
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¶ An other cauſe of this 
ENG N other cauſe of this di- 
e uiſon hath ben by reaſon 
os dyuers lawes and con- 


ſtitutions/vohich haue ben 

made by the church / ſome 
tyme by the Pope / ſometyme by lega⸗ 
tes / 02 by Metropolitanes in theyꝛ pꝛo- 


{ve erin they haue many tymes ex- 
ler ana e | 


ceded they2 aucte ind attemptec 
many thynges agaynſte the lawe of the 
tealme. And yet neuer the leſſe many pꝛi- 
ſtes haue gyuen full credence to them, fo: 
they haue thought that the makers ther 
of, whiche were the heedes of thechur- 
che, woldenot make any lawe, but by 
good and ſufficient auctoꝛitie. And ther- 
vpon it hath folowed / that whan any 
doubte 02 queſtion hath ryſen vpon the 
ſayde lawes: all ſpirituall men in maner 
wolde ſticke faſte to the lawes, and ma⸗ 
ny tempoꝛall men by reaſon of a comen 
vſe and cuſtome, that they haue ſene to 
the contrarie, haue reſiſted them: wher⸗ 
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vpon haue ryſen in many places greatte 
ſtryſe/variaunces, and great expences in 
the ſpirituall lawe. Wherby many tem⸗ 
poꝛall men haue thought, that ſpirytual 
courtes be rather vſed foꝛ maintenaunce 
of couetiſe, thã foꝛ miniſtration of iuſtice. 
And thoughe, with the mercy of oure 
loꝛde, thetrouthe is not ſo yniuerſally : 
yet ſome diligence wolde be taken to re- 
moue that iudgement fro. the people.- 
¶ And of theſe lawes is the conſtituti- 


on of Boniface, the arcebyſ of. 
Canterbury / wherby it — 6 
he that letteth a voman covert to ma 


her voy at Ette tt | to be pꝛe 
is accu 1: and t lawe of the real 
is, that a woman couerte-hath no goo- 
des, that ſhe may make any wylle of/ex- 
cepte it be of a thynge in action, 02 that 
ſhe were executrix beſoꝛe. And if ſhevoere 
ſo, than with lycence of her huſbonde 
ſhemay make an executour / to the intent 
he may leuye the dette, oꝛ fulfyl the ſirſte 
wyl. An other lyke lawe is of the decree 
of the ryghte reuerende fatſzer in god 
Robert Mynchelſye / late grchbyſſhoppe 


of Lanturbury, made agaynſt the comen 
ohh Ds .cuſtome 


r 7 Res 
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lawes many ſpirituall me haue repoꝛted 
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cuſtome of the realme fo: tithe of wood: 
Lat B ere ne de Dare hi 4 
cuſtome was confermed by the ſtatute 


made in the.xly.yere of kynge.E.the.ijj. 


that is commenly called the ſtatute of 
Silua cedua: By reaſon of whiche de⸗ 
cree great ſutes, yariances, and expenſes 
haue enſued and voyll enſue,if it be ſuffe- 
red. Wherfoꝛe the ſayde eſtatute wolde 
be thꝛoughly ſene: And if it be good, 
than not to ſuffre any decree to ſtonde 


#Þ ageynſt it, and elles clerely to bꝛeake it. 


Other lyke lawes be the lawes thar be 
made by the churche / that executours 
all not, vppon payne of curſynge / ad- 
inyſtre / tyll they haue pꝛoued the te- 
ament: vohere the la we of the realme 
that they may: ⁊ ſo reaſon wold that 
they ſh : foꝛ el of the 
teſtatour might be embeſelled ⁊ loſte ſoꝛ 
euer. And that lay me may not put cler- 
kes to anſwer befoꝛe thẽ, ſpecially in cri⸗ 
minal cauſes. And foꝛ the ſtrẽgth of tho 


opẽly / ⁊ that ſomtime in open ſermons / 
that ſuch putting to anſwer of pꝛiſtes be 
ſoꝛe lay men is pꝛohibited by the — 
g | _ N . ö * g 
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god, wherypon'me thynketh are greatly 
to be noted thele poyntes, thatis to ſay, 
that if it be as they ſay, that it is ayenſt 
the lawe of god, that than great defgute 
is in them, that they haue done no moꝛe 
to refourme itthan they haue done / foꝛ 
cleryng the conſciẽce of ſo many people, 
as than daily offend therby. And if it be 
not as they ſay/than they maynteyne an 
vntruth, which is a great offence in men 
of ſuch grauite © pfectiõ as they be. And 
they alſo be therby boũden to reſtitution 
tothe tempoꝛall pꝛincis, which ought to 
haue they fynes < amerciamentes 
ſuch ſutes, as ſhulde be taken ageinſt p:i- 

ſtes in they2 courtes: voherof they be ma 
ny tymes excluded by reſon of theſayde 
pꝛetenſed privilege . And if it coulde be 
ſufficiently pꝛoued, that it is ayenſte the 
la we of god / to put pꝛiſtes to anſwer be 
ſoꝛe lay men: than degradynge of them 
coulde not helpe : Foz not withſtanding 
the diſgradyng the caracter abydeth, 4 
ſo he is a pꝛieſt ſtyll, as he was befoꝛe. 

And J ſuppoſe veryly / that if it coulde 
haue ben ſuſſiciẽtly pꝛoued, to beageynſt 
time la we of god, tꝑe kynges un 
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wolde in tyme paſte haue aſſented to it. 
And that the kynges grace and all his 
realme, wolde with good wyll alſo con- 
foꝛme them ſelf to it, but that was neuer 
ſufficiently pꝛoued / as farre as J haue 
harde. And to that that ſome ſpirituall 
men ſaye, that it is an auncient cuſtome / 
and a cuſtome appꝛoued / that pꝛieſtes 
in ſelonies, murthers, and treſons ſnuld 
not be putte to anſwoere befoꝛe laye men, 
and that by reaſon of that olde cuſtome/ 
they oughte to be pꝛiuileged in that be- 
halfe, though it can not be ꝓued direct; 
ly by the laweof god: to that it may be 
| | anſwered, that there was neuer yet ſu - 
che cuſtome in this realme apꝛoued. Fo: 
| | preſtes haue ben arayned alway foꝛ tre- 
ales , . foze th dug Juſty⸗ 
ces. Angꝗ ſoꝛ treſon it hath ben ſene, that 
they haue ben put in execution, as it ap- 

| peret} by 1compleynt made by the cler- 
yvere of kyngeEdvoarde the thy2de p20 
| Llero, where the clergie complayned, 
that pꝛieſtes, monkes /⁊ religious were 
contrary to the liberties of the churche 
| (asthey(ayd) put tovethe ; and vppon 


that 


that complaynt it was enacted, that all 
maner clerkes/9s well ſecular as religy- 
- ous, thatſhulde fro thens forthe be con- 
uicte befoze any Juſtice ſecular, foꝛ any - 
maner of treſon oꝛ feloni/touching other 
perſons than the kynge 02 his royal ma- 
ieſtie / ſhulde haue fro thens forthe freely 
the pꝛiuilege of holye churche, and be 
without lette 02 delaye delyuered to the 
oꝛdinarie / them demaiidynge. And it ſes 
meth that ene terme, Clerke, in that 
ſtatute pꝛo Clero, is vnderſtonde as wel 
clerkes that be within oꝛders as clerkes 
that can rede as clerkes / and yet be not 
within oꝛders / ſoꝛ they ſhall haue they: 
clergie in petite treaſon / whiche be com- 
y taken to be ſuche treaſons / as be 
recited in the later ende of the declaraciõ 
of treaſon / made in the ſayde. xv. yere 
of Ed. the.iii. wherof the eſchete belon- 
geth to the loꝛdes of the fee. But in the 
other treaſons,that be recited in the ſaid 
Declaration; wherof the foꝛfayture is 
onely to the kynge: none ſhall haue his 
clergy by the common lawe-clerke with 
in oꝛders noꝛ lay man, that can rede, ne 
there is not any remedy pꝛouided ſoꝛ no 


maner 
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maner ofclerkes in tho treſons, Fo: they 
touch the kynge and his royall maieſtie. 
And therfo:e they be excepted in the ſaid 
ſtatute ꝓ Clero / as befoꝛe appercth-and 
be cõenly called high treſons:and of that 
nature of treaſon is nowe walſſhing,clip 
pinge / ⁊̃ filinge of money : foꝛ the ſtatute 
made ãno.ij. D.v.is that it ſꝑalbe treſon 
to the kynge to the realme . And ther- 
ſfoꝛe no clerke can there have his clergy. 
¶ And here J wolde moue a lytell far⸗ 
ther / that if a clerke within oꝛdres bꝛen 
a houſe bycauſe he adde not certayne 
money layde in a ſecre te place, as he gps 

oynted by a byll: vohether he ſhal haue 
bio p2yuylege : for the ſtatute made in 


that caſe, is thatſuche bꝛennynge ſhall 
be hyghe treaſon. And yet the foꝛfeit ure 
is gyuen to the loꝛdes of the fee. ac. And 
the ſayd ſtatute is anno.viii.D.vi.ca.vi. 
And ſithe it is haute treaſon / many men 
ſuppoſe,that he ſgall not have his cler- 
gy: but IJ commytte that to other / that 
Iyſte to treate farther of that matter: 
But ſoꝛ counterfaytynge and fo:gynge 
| thecoyneof an otger realme / I ſuppoſe 
g clerke ſhulde not be put in execution, be 
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he wyll aſke his pꝛiuilege. Foꝛ the ſta- 
tute is no moꝛe, but that it ſhall be treg- 
ſon / and ſayeth not that it ſhall be trea⸗ 
ſon to the kynge and to the realme / as 
the other ſtatute dothe . And therfoze J 
ſuppoſe / that by the ſayd ſtatute pꝛo cle- 
roheſhal haue his clergy . yet neuer the 
leſſe that ſtatute pꝛo clero in one poynte 
declarcth the commen lawoe to be moꝛe 
ſtrayter agaynſte the pꝛiuilege of clergy / 
thane1any men take it to be: and that is 
in this poynt . If a clerke ſtele any of the 
kynges goodes, that he ſhall not haue 
the pꝛiuilege of his clergie. Foꝛ the ſayd 
ſtatute is /that he ſhall haue his clergye 
in treaſon oꝛ felotiy concernynge other 
perſons than the kynge 02 his royall ma 
ieſtie. And therfoꝛe ſoꝛ felony concerning 
the kynge ſelfe , it ſemeth that a clerke 
at the comen la woe ſhulde not haue had 
the puilege of his clergie: but that J re- 
myt to other /that be lerned in the lawes 
of the realme. And I haue ſpoke the fer- 
ther of theſe mat ters / becauſe as me ſe- 
meth/it were ryght expedient / that ſpi- 
rituall men ſhuld knowe them, ⁊ ſuch o- 
ther as moſt ſpecially ꝑteine vnto them, 

moe 
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moꝛe perfytely than they haue done in 
tyme paſt: and moꝛe rather to coueyte 


to haue the true vnderſtonding of them, 
han to report/ that the makers of th 


offendeain the making de pecie Iv ſei 
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ze 


—— =7; all the loꝛdes ſpiritugll-gnd 
t —— battdame 
o rhm ov pee requeſt and pena 
of the ſpiritualtie . 


C And here methynketh ö ſaye 
a lyttell farther in this matter, and that 
(as it is lyke) the trouth voyl — — 
is to ſay : that as longe as the iuryſdyc- 
tions ſpirituall and te be ſuffred 
to ſtande in ſuche caſe as they do now, 
that tempoꝛall men ſhall ſay / that ſpiri- 
tuall men make lg y have 
one auctoꝛite to make, and that 125 
tuall men ſhall ſaye, that tempoꝛall men 

make ſt the libertie 
of the churche / wherfoꝛe they be accur⸗ 
ſſed, and no other oꝛder taken to abu 4 
|knowen/vohat is the libertie 


c and what not / than is 
woyll be longe er this — gl be 
fully appealed , 1 Zhan to retourne to 


the 
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the pꝛiuileges of clerkes . The trouthe 
is / that yet clerkes within oꝛders be 
moꝛe fauoured than clerkes that be not 
within oꝛdres. Fot if a pꝛieſte be array- 
ned of felony, and confeſſetʒ the felony, 
oꝛ is founde gyltie, and than he pzayetÞ 
the benefyte of his rope y Ind ſhe- 
weth the letters of his oꝛdres: in that 
cas the iudges voyll nat compell hym to 
rede. For ſithe the churche hath admit- 
ted hym to oꝛders, the lawe preſumeth 
that he can rede as many men ſaye. And 
ouer that if a pꝛeeſt wolde wylfully foꝛ⸗ 
ſake his pꝛiuilege /and confeſſe the felony 
and becomme 8 pꝛouour: yet if the 02- 
dinarie wyll aſke hym as a membre of 
the churche , and ſhewe the letters of 
his orders, he ſhall haue hym / and that 
is by the ſtatute called articuli cleri. Fort © 
before that ſtatute he ſhulde haue bene 
compelled to haue done battayle /if the 
22. wolde haue waged hit . And 
ſo ifa pꝛeeſte /aſter that he hath confeſ- 
2 the cle ig ou 2 * o_ 

gyltie, wyll pꝛay his clergie, and ater 
wilfulnes he wyll renoũce his pꝛiuilege: 

yet if the oꝛdinarie wyll aſke ym, 5 
E all 
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ſhall haue gym: and that is by thecom- 
menlawe . But in this matter hit is 3 
doubte to many men, whether it ſuffy- 
ſeth to the oꝛdinary only to aſſirme, that 
he is a pꝛieſt / ſo to aſ ke hym:02 that he 
muſt ſhew the letters of his oꝛders. And 

I ſuppoſe, that it is ſufficient, if he affir- 
me, that he is within oꝛders / though he 
ſhewoe not the letters of his oꝛders / noꝛ 
yet the regeſtryng of them. And that ſe- 
meth by the ſtatute of an.iiij. H.vii.ca. 
xiij. where it appereth, that the Certifi- 
cat of the oꝛdinarie / that he is within 
oꝛders / ſhulde ſuffyce . And if his certi- 
ficat ſhulde ſuffice, than it ſemeth that 
his ſayeng in his owne perſone, that the 
' otherisgclerke,ſhulde ſuffice. 117 
And in the ſtatute made anno. xxiij. 
Henrici octaui.ca.i. hit appercth / that 
clerkes within holy oꝛders, haue great- 
ter pꝛiuilege, concernynge they? clergie / 
than clerkes, that be not within oꝛdres. 
But neuer the leſſe I leue that matter to 
the determination of other. | 
C But admitte / that there had ben ſuch 
a cuſtome receyued and admitted in the 
realme, that pꝛeeſtes ſhuld not be put to 
. _ guſſs 
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anſwere befoꝛe laye men / and that than 

this queſtion were 'aſked , whether the; 
parliam It bꝛeake fe tome: 
To tgat queſty on (as it b t may 

be aunſwered thus: if that cu- 
ſtome turne into an occaſyon and bolde 
nes of thefte and murder-and other lyke 
thynges agaynſt the kynges peace, and 
that as well in many ſpiritual men as in 

tempoꝛal men by exdple of ſpiritual me, 
which by reaſon of that pꝛiuilege take a 
boldnes to offend: Jt were not only a lau 
ful dede to bꝛeke that cuſtom, but a right 
good 4 meritoꝛious dede to do it / and a 
dede that the kynge is bounde to at his 
coꝛonacion. Foꝛ he is ſwoꝛne tomayn- 
teyne the good cuſtomes of his realme / 
and to bꝛeake the euyll. And ſure hit is / 
that all cuſtomes, that be agaynſte his 
peace / be euyll, as this ſhuld be / if that 
cfiecte ſhulde folowe of it, as befoꝛe ap- 
pereth . And that the kynge is ſpecially 
bounde by his lawes to aduoyde all 
thynges/that may be a let to his peace. 
it appereth by the ſtatute that is called 
ſtatutũ de defentione armoꝛũ: where it is 
ſayd amoge other thinges thus. To the 
E 2 kynge 
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kyng it appertayneth by his royall ſeig- 
noꝛy to de ſende ſtrongly all armes, and 
all other foꝛce agaynſt his peace as oſte 
as ſhallplcaſe hym. And that he maye 
punyſhe them that do aga ynſt his peace 
after the lawes and cuſtomes of his re- 
alme. And that all his loꝛdes ſpyꝛytuall 
and tempoꝛall are bounde to ayde hym' 
therin as theyꝛ ſouerayne loꝛde. And 
ſyth murders and felonyes are ſpecially 
agaynſt the kynges peace: therfoze the 
 ſaydcuſtome ſhulde be agaynſt his pece, 
if ſuche effecte ſhulde folowe of it, as be- 
. fore appereth . Mherfoꝛe it ſemetꝶ that 
he ſhuld than haue auctoꝛitie in his par- 
lyamente to bꝛeake that cuſtome, as a 
thynge agaynſt the peace and quyetenes 
of his people. And he that hath aucto- 
ritie to aduoyde ſuche thynges as brcke 
His peace, hath alſo auctoꝛitie to prevent. 
and deuoyde ſuche thynges, as maye 
gyue occaſion to the bꝛeking of his pece/ 
as that cuſtome ſhulde do / if the ſayde 
effecte ſyulde folowe of it. And certayn 
Hit is, that it hurteth no moꝛe a good 
prieſte / that an euyll pꝛeeſt is punyſhed, 
than it hurteth; a lay man / thar he is pu- 
if! nyſſhed: 
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nyſſhed:-neno moꝛe than it hurtethe-a 
goodlaye man oꝛ woman, that an other 
is euyll and is punyſſhed foꝛ it. And J 
ſuppoſe verily/ that this diuiſion wyl ne⸗ 
uiet be perfytely appeaſed, tylle pꝛeeſtes 
and religious wyll be as lothe to here of 
any defaute in a lay man oꝛ lay woman, 
as in a pꝛeſte oꝛ in a religious perſone. 
And that wyll neuer be as louge as the 
great confederacies and ſingularite con- 
tinueth amonge pꝛeeſtes and amonge re- 
ligious perſons, as it dothe nowe. The 
good lay men and women muſt pactent- 
ly beare the euyll repoꝛte of other laye 
men and women, that be of the ſame 
condicion as they be / and ſo they ſhalbe 
taught bi ſpiritual men / that they ought 
to do: but they wyl not do ſo them ſclfe. 
In ſo moche that I ſuppoſe verily, that 
many a pꝛeeſte ⁊ religious. wold grudge 
moꝛe ayenſt an euyll repoꝛte mode of a 
pꝛeeſt 02 religious, that in dede were gyl 
tie / in pꝛyde/couetiſe/angre malice, glo⸗ 
tony /lechery, oꝛ ſuche other : than they 
wolde be ayenſt a lyke euyl repoꝛt made 
of a laye manne oꝛ a laye woman / that 


wer e not gyltie. | 
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¶ D yuers other lavwes there be, that be 
made by thechurche/that many menne 
thynke the churche hadde no power to 
make: As it is, that no benefice ſgalbe let 
to a lay man, but a ſpiritual man be ioy- 
ned with gym: Oꝛ that it ſhalt not be let 
aboue.iij.yeres. And alſo the conſtitutt- 
on of a dimiſſion noble / and fache other, 
that were to longe to reherſe no we. Foꝛ 
"theſe ſuſſiſe to ſhew, that by ſuch lawes 
made by the churche, that they had no 
power to make any lawe of, hath ryſen 
one ſpeciall cauſe of this diviſion, © 


[Another occaſion ofthis 


dy uy ſion. | N 
TON The. xiij. Chapyter. * 
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RAS II viſion hath riſen by reaſon 
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ot feyned viſitations, vſed 
Pi tymes paſte by oꝛdina- 
irryes and other, that haue 


hadqde power to viſyte houſes of rely» 


gion and churches in the contrey : For 

rhere is a commen opinion in maner vni⸗ 

uerſally ryſen amonge the people, e 
uc 
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ſuch viſitations / after the maner as they 
be vſed, do litel good /and rather encrece 
vice than vertue. And veryly the moꝛe 
pitie is, it ſemeth to be true as they ſay. 
Foꝛ it is vſed, that at ſuche viſitations / 
viſitours take of the houſes of religion 
that they viſyte, ſome certayne pency- 
on: And foꝛ viſitation of churches they 
haue of ſome certayne church / mete and 
dꝛynke, where they viſyte, and than they 
gather ſome certayne duetie of all the 
churches within certayn circute in that 
contrey. And neuer the les/as the comen 
opinion gothe, comenly they refourme 
nothynge, but as they ſynde it / ſo they 
leue it; and neyther comfoꝛt they vertue 
ne punyſſhe vice / but many tymes the 
contrarie, by ſome worldly demeanour 
02 euylle example, that the people fee in 
them. And thus vohan the people haue 
ſene, that oſſenders /as well ſpiritual as 
tempoꝛall / contynue after the viſitation, 
as they dydde before: they haue conie- 
ctured / that the oꝛdinaries and viſitoꝛs 
do viſite mote rather ſoꝛ they2 pencions 
od order o ene 


than fo: any go 
And this, th:ough a longe — 


attempte to take at they? viſitations any 
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hath brought the people to iudge great 
couetice in ſuche viſitours / whiche com- 
menly be of the greatteſt rulers of the 
ſpiritualtie: voherby the people by lyt⸗ 
tell and lyttell haue fallen into a diſpꝛay⸗ 
ſinge of ſuch viſitations, and into a mys- 
lykynge of they: rulers ſpirituall, and of 
uche pompe and woꝛldly behauour, as 
is ſhewed by them at ſuche viſitat ions. 
And than vohan ſuche viſitours and ſpi- 
rituall rulers haue perceyued / that the 
people haue misliked their viſitations / 
they haue diſdayned it, and haue conti- 
nued ſtyll as they dyd befoꝛe: ⁊ ſo hath 
the grudge betwene them contynued ſe- 
cretely of longe tyme. And ſurely it is to 
be moche meruay led, that viſitours wyl 


pencion 02 impoſition of them that they 
viſite, contrary tothe good lawes that 
ca. romana, et exigit. Wherin great pe- 

nalties be ſet vppon them that take any 
penſion at they: viſitations, contrary to 
the ſayde la wes, as in the ſame doth ap⸗ 
pere. And but there be any ſecret diſpen⸗ 
ſation in that behalfe: many desu 

. Ade, 
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ded/that dayly miniſtre. And if thereb be 
952 che ſecrete diſpenſation, hit is to 

hat the l therof | pꝛocede. 
| pus of. Car | 


were ryght.expedie 
tions Tere ſet in 1 oꝛ⁰ 
ſpirituall autho: ite / a 
toꝛite, that go 

therby N e ll men 
rected ⁊ refoꝛmed / to the 975165 exan 


of all other that, ſhulde hereof it. 


CAn other cauſe of this 
| diuiſion. a 
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8 aper x 155 dyuergg 
nt ) 
lawes ade by the churche / as of 
r enſt t elawe that TE 
| | 5 


haue 
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haue but e „ benelſce ud. of lycence to 
2 ates to be none fe gel NCA pacities 
t relygyon / and that none ſhal 
pꝛomoted afote a cer- 
| tayne age, ae * other : vohiche ly⸗ 
cences penſacions haue bene ſo ac 
cuſtomably N for money with- 
out cauſe reaſonable, that great inconue 
nyences haue folo wed yppon it, to the 
great grudge, and murmour, and euyll 


e people. 


An other cauſe of the W 
dyuvyſion. 


2 he. xy. Egapyter. — 


N other oecaſyon of the 
ſayd diuiſion Fn 


uynge/t 
Lab mew pe ofeſſe —— 2 
uerti yet many Fof them haue ⁊ wil haue 
their owone voil / with ee ty ⁊ delicate ſe 
dynge / in ſuche abundance that no obe ⸗ 


dience no: pouertie appereth2 them... p 
n 
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And therfo2e1 many haue ſayde, ay yet 


ſay to this day /that relygi 


me haue. And truly if wel 
' lyhes © dleſſed examples of holy 


7 of many e, ene | 


bene in tyme 
perſons Abet be now in theſe d dayes: we 
ſhulde ſe ryght great diuerſitie betwene 
them /] trowe (as foz mauy of them) as 
eat diuerſite as is bytwene heuen and 
hell And gere, as it ſemeth /I myght 
conueniently reherſe the woꝛdes that be 
ſpoken inthe fyꝛſt boke of the folo winge 
of Chꝛyſte /the.rviy. chapyter, where it 
ſpekerf of the holy fathers, that haue 
— er in to for paſt, and ſayeth 


ur loꝛde / in hunger 
and ONE in hete and in colde, in na 


kednes in „ 


s and faſtynges / in pꝛayers an 
bee 1 en Cl 
ſſes . They refuſedhonours' 
re inthis e tber they myght alway 
g life. O how 
e abiecte a lyſe led the o 


ly fathersin wyldernes thowe greuous 
temtg- 


KKK GS 
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temptations they ſuffere 
0 


tions they ſu owe fyerſly 
they were with they: ghoſtly ennemyes 

failed ? howe fervent pzayer 9 days | 
ly offered to god? what rigoꝛous abſti- 
nence they yſed 2howe great zele and fer 
uour they had to ſpirituall pꝛofiteꝭ how | 
ſtronge bataylle agaynit all ſynne ? And 
howe ure and Rolle entent they kadde 
to god in al they: dedes? e 
laboured, on thenight they "VY eds 
And though they laboured on the daye 
bodily/yet they pꝛayed in mynde, and ſo 
they ente they2 tyme alvoay frutefully⸗ 
an thou t euery houre ſhozte :fozthe 
ſeruyce of god, and ſoꝛ the great ſwete⸗ 
nes that they hadde in heuen ly contem⸗- 
e they foꝛgette ofte tymes they: 

odily refection. All riches, honour, di- 
gnities, kinneſmen / and frendes they re- 
nounced foz the loue of god. They coues 
ted to haue nothynge of the wozlde, ſo 
that ſcarcely they wolde take that was 
neceſſarye foꝛ the bodilye kynde,, They 
were pooze in woꝛldly oodes;but ey 
wereryche in grace and vertues. They 
were nedy outwardely, but inwardely 
they were replenyſſhed with grace ne 
oe gho 


| 5 N TRET ISB. 59 
gooſtly comfoꝛtes. To the woꝛlde they 
were alyens and ſtraungers, but to god 

- they were.ryght dere and familier fren- 

des. Jntheſyghte of the woꝛlde and in 

theyz ovone ſyghte they were yyle and 
abiecte , but in the ſiggt of god ⁊ of his 
ſaynctes they were pꝛecious and ſin 
larly electe. Jn them ſhone all perfection 
of vertu, trẽ woe mekenes,ſymple obedi- 
ence, charite, and pacience / with other 
like vertues and gracious giſtes of god. 
oherfoꝛe they profited daily in ſpixite, 
and opteyned great grace of god. They 
be lefte as an exaumple to all religious 
perſones, and mote ought theyꝛ exam- 
ples to ſtere them to deuocion; and to 
pꝛofite moꝛe ⁊ moꝛe in vertue and grace, 
| eee hidden . and 

ydle per ſones ſnulde any dꝛa woe 

5 5 * 0 5 feruour was 5 

religious perſons at the begynnynge o 

they: religion? Mat deuocion in pꝛay- 

ers, what zele to vertue / vogat loue to 

gooſtly diſcypline / and what reuerence 
and meke obedience flouriſſhed in them 
vnder the rule of they: ſuperiour? tru- 
ly their dedes yet bere witnes/that they 
were 
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1 A 'TREATISE —w_ 
were holy and perfite-that ſo myghtily 
ſubdued the wozlde,and thauſt it vnder 
fote. Thus farre gothe the ſayde chapi- 
tcr.. But the more pitie is/moſt men ſay, 
that nowe a dayes many religious men 
wyl rather folow theyz owone wyl,than 
the wylle of they2 ſuperiour / and that 


_ they wyll neyther haue hunger nother 


thyꝛſte r hegte, nozcolde ,nakednes, we- 
rines/no2 labour: but riches/honour,di- 
gnitics/frendes / and woꝛldely acqueyn- 
tance-attendance of ſeruauntes at theyz 
cõmaundementes, pleaſures, diſpoztes, 
and that moꝛe liberally than tempoꝛall 


men aue. Thus are they fallen (ſaye 


they) fro, the true religion; wherby the 
deuotion of the people is in maner fal / 
len fro them. Neuertheles J doute not/ 
but there be many ryght good and ver- 
tuous religious perſones / god foꝛbide it 
ſhulde be other wyſe: but hit is ſayde, 
that there be many euell, and that in ſu- 
che multitude / that they, that be good, 


cannot/02 wyll not, ſe them refourmed. 


And one great cauſe thatletteth reſour - 
mation in this behalfe / is this: If the 
moſte diſſolute perſone in all the dee 

| naltie 
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2 openly a- 
les religion / can vſe 
| lle is religion aboue 
other / and diſpꝛeyle other religions 
that they be not. of ſuche perfection 
they religic Lie: anone Ne ſſ al s 


Noth 


An 


ours / and ſuche other ſvuer 
that whatreligious men perceyue⸗/ 
hartes withdrawethei 


* E - . 
4, 2 >. IS ha be. er *. rv, » ex Fg - — _ 
=o 2 
„„ 
. A . 
» 5 — * « * t = 


—— —— >" Amen 
— — — — —— 


nes of them may be boꝛ 


ar aer dhe er dee 
Sek other thi cauſed ma- 
people to 8 t hath ben 
150 Neher hee ath ben many 
tymes ſene at elections of ——— ; 
x 1 * 
erall gr 1 


rituall. And this is a ge 


the people e em they 1 


uocion Soap fro th 5 
chatitie waxed colde betw ene them 5 


And LEA poſe / that gi 

better; that ere de IVDorree 02 
pꝛyoure hereafrer cc ae -ouer cer- 

tayne 5 oynted by 


auctoꝛite of e 15 to Hans ſys 
che t er haue ben 
vſed in tyme paſt in many places. 
¶ And yerily (as me ſemeth') one thing 
woldedo great good concernynge rel 
gions, and all relygious perſons, and 
thatis this: that the rules and conſtitu- 

tions of religion weꝛe ſene and wel con- 
ſidered, whether tze rygour and ſtrayt- 
nowe in theſe 
dayes / as they were at the beginning of 


the religions. Foꝛ the pcople be nowe 
moꝛe 
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more weyke / as to the multitude, than 
were than. And if it be thought, 


they 
that they may not be nowe kepte :that 
than ſuche relaxacions and interpꝛetati- 


ons of they2 rules be made, as ſhall be 
thought by the reulers expedient : Foz 
better it is to haue an eſye rule wel kept, 
than a ſtrayte rule bꝛoken without co2- 
rection : Fo: therof foloweth a boldues 
to offende, a quyet herte in a euyl conſcy- 
ence : a cuſtome in ſynne, with many e- 

uyl examples vnto the people: wherby * 
many haue founde defaut at all religion, 
where they ſhulde rather haue founde 
defaute at dyuers abuſions agaynſt the 
true religion: Foꝛ certayne it is / that re- 
ligions were firſt made by holy fathers/ / 
by the inſtincte of the holy ghoſte , kepe 
themwhoſo may. f 
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The concluſyon of this lyt⸗ 


The. pri. Chapiter 


Sith 
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ythe there is no ſacrifyce, 
that moꝛe pleſeth almygh- 
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may be inſtructed of the intente of tize 
dede. And if they wyll in no wyſe be re⸗ 
fourmed-than bycauſe hit ſemeth to be 
of malice as was in the phariſeis: their 
iudgement may be diſpyſed, © the good 


dede contynued. Ts: | 
ulde peryſſhe, if 
the good dede ſhulde be omytted , there 


C Alſo where trouth ſh 


a good dede is not to be omytted. And 


accoꝛdynge to that is ſayde befoꝛe / the 
bleſſed apoſtell ſaynte Paule, of a great 
zele that he hadde to the people ſayde: 


he 


If eatynge of fleſſhe ſhulde hurte my 


— J wolde neuer eate fleſſhe. 

And therfoꝛe in the ſayd chapiter he mo 
nyſſhed all them, that wolde eate mete, 
that was offered to ydolles befoꝛe them 
that were newly conuerted of the gens 
tyles / and that were yet but woeke in the 
ſaythe: that they ſhulde beware, that 
though they knewe, that they myghte 
layfully do as they dydde, that yet they 
ſhuld take hede/that theyꝛ brother were 
not offended therby . And in all that 
chapiter the holy apoſtel treateth mock 
that it is good to euery man to beware, 
that thꝛough his dede he * no occa- 

err 2 


ſionn 


A TRETISE. | 
fion to his bzother to offcnde.And ] be- 
ſcche almyghty god / that euery manne, 
but mooſt ſpecially our loꝛdes and may» 
Ners ſpyꝛytuall / may hereafterendeuoz 
them ſelfe to kepe wel this poyntahat is 
to ſay / that they do not 0 


eople nth? yon to offende- : 
—— ey maye di li nt —— 
knowolege of 
— era 


As vwelll 
y all ſin- 
— — aparte. oꝛ ãs moche 
as doctrine and good example perteyne 
moſte ſpecially to pꝛelates and ſpirituall 
rulers, therſoꝛe I ſhall brefely recyte cer 
tayne auctoꝛities, that ſhall ſome what 
moue them to haue a3eleand loue ynto 
the people. And alſo to be pyteous vnto 
them: And foꝛ ſhortenes J ſhall omytte 
ſoꝛ this tyme to ſhewe by whomethe 
ſayd auctoꝛites were Feten eas 
the reders to take he the woꝛdes 
that be ſpoken/thoughe hit appere not 
who ſpeke tem. 
C Foal I fyndeviuers auctotitles that 
ſaye thus: It is expedient, that pꝛelates 
ſtudy moze to Ronte epeopte7thratrte 

gue 
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haue pteeminence ouer the people. |, | 
C Alſo J fynde voꝛytten / that thoughe || 
puniſſhment may not holly be omytred, 


+3 


that yet it p2ofyteth moche, that hit be 
ſometyme deferre. 
C Alſo that it behoueth neceſſarily-that || 
e that hathe rule ouer-other, bzenne e- 


not to p2ofite vnto. And therſoꝛe this is 
ſayde ſpecially to pꝛelates and to other 
that haue rule ouer the people: Rule ye, 
to foꝛeſee the perylles and daungers 
them that ye haue ru counſaylle 


them to pꝛocure their helth/and to ſerue 
and to pꝛoſite to ON goodTaythful 
and voyſe ſeruauntes, vohome our loꝛde 
hath oꝛdeyned oucr bis houſcholde. 
Plante ye vertue in them by holſomme 
doctryne, water it by good example-/and 
helpe them with your pꝛayour, and tha 
haue ye done that pune to you / and 
our loꝛde ſhall well gyue encrece of gro- 
wynge, wohan hit ſhall pleaſe gym / _ 
F 3 tRat 
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O? o 
aue coꝛrection, that it be a fathezly co2- 
rection / and not as it were of a tyzguntc/ 


tempted. He that is a mother dyſſe⸗ 


A TRETISE 
that parauenture there as after mannes 
jugement was farre ynlyke . Theſe thꝛe 


” rhynges therſoꝛe be very neceſſary / do 
ctryne, example, and p2ayour, but the 


greatteſt of them is pzayour. It is al- 
ſo ſaid to the pꝛelates thus: Rnowe ye, 


that ye oughte to be as mothers to the 
pcople/and not as loꝛdes / and t 
to ſtudye, rathe n 
and if it be neceſſary ſome tyme to 


and ſhow your ſelfe as mothers in noriſ- 
ſhynge of the people, and as fathers in 
coꝛrectyng them. Be meke/put awo all 


ſierſnes / foꝛbere betyng / ſpcke vnto the 


people faire ⁊ ſobꝛe woꝛdes: and ſet not 
your yock to greuouſly vpon the / whoſe 
urdeins ye ought rather to bere. If ye 
be ſpiritual inſtruct the people in the ſpi- 
rite of ſoftnes, ⁊ let eucry man conſidre 
hym ſelfe well / leeſt that he may be alſo 


muleth not, he can ioyc with them that 


ioye / wepe with them that wepe / and he 
wylle not ceaſſe to thꝛuſte oute of the 
biꝛeſte of compaſſion the milke of conſola 


tion⸗ 
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tion. He taketh hede / if he can perceyue 


any ms, that is vexed with any gret tep- 
racion 02 trouble, ⁊ that is heuy I weike 
therwith:And if he finde any ſuch ,vth 
him he ſoꝛoweth / him louingly he entrees 
teath / hym he coforteth /I fyndeth anon 
many argumentes of pitye and truſte / 
wherwith he reiſeth hym yp agayne to 
- comfort of ſpirite. And if he knowe an 
that is pꝛompte, quicke, and well pzofti- 


gyucth hym many holſome couniayles, 
and kindeleth hy m, and inſtructetꝑ him 
all that he can to perceuer and ptofyte e- 
uer fro better to better, he confoꝛmeth 
. hymlſelfetoeucry man, he toꝛneth the 
aſſections of all men vnto hym ſelfe in all 
goodnes, and pzoueth him ſelfe verily to 
be a mother, as well of them that be of- 
fenders / gs of them that profit in gra⸗ 
ce: And as 9 true lcche he ſeketꝶ as well 
them that be ſycke as them that be hole / 
æ all this he doth thꝛough the gift of pi- 
tie /⁊ of a 3elc/that he hath tothe helth of 
their ſoules . Alſo a good diligent ſhepe- 
herd neuer cefſeth to fede his flocke w 


that with k 


good leſſons ⁊ Gamplee, T 


tynge in grace, he ioyet with hym / he 
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and vſed not to pꝛeache to them they: 


and 3 beholde fozthwith the a * 0 


A TRETISE 


ovone example rather than with other 


mennes. Foꝛ if he fede them with other 


mens examples / and not with his owohe, 
- Hit is but a rebuke vnto hym / and his 
/  flockeſhallnotptofyte moche therby. 


For if a pꝛelate voyl ſhewe vnto the peo 
ple the ſobꝛenes of Moyſes/the pacience 
of Job, the mercy of Samuell/the holy- 
nes of Dauid / and ſuche other examples 
of bleſſed men: and he hym ſelſe be vn⸗ 


' meke/ vnpacient, vnmercyfulle / and not 
holy, it is to fere / that al thoſe examples 


ſhallytell pzofite. And therfoꝛe pꝛelates, 


. that in tyme paſſed haue bene the verye 
trewe ſhepeherdes, though they hadde 


they: bodyes here of the erthy yet neuer 


the leſſe they fed the flockes of our loꝛde 


to themcommytted with heuenly fode, 


ovone wylle, but the wylle of god. And 
one man ſaythe of pꝛelates this: MW Han 
(ſayth he) beholde the heyght of the 


honour of prelacy, forthe with J dꝛede 


vwhan 
conſidre the degree, I dꝛede the ruine. 


the peryll and daunger of it. 
Four ydre the heyghte of 3 


elle 


A TRETISE. 4147 
Helle open euen at hande . Foꝛ there is 
no doubt, but that they2 adminiſtration 
is moꝛe peryllous, than is the minyſtra - 
tion of any other. But yet neuertheleſſe 
if they adminiſtꝛe wel / they ſhal get tem 
ſelfe therby an Rhyghe degree in Reuen / 
and they ſhall receiue the gretter abun - 
dance and moꝛe full meaſure of peace foꝛ 
they ꝛ good trauaylle fot euer. And J 
beſcche almyghty god to ſende theſe.iiij. 
thyng es habundantly in to the woꝛlde, 
and that mooſte ſpecially amonge pꝛe⸗ 
lates, and ſpiritual rulers/that is to ſay/ 
zele of ſoules, pitie / good doctryne / and 
deuout pꝛayour. And than vndoubted⸗ 
ly, a new lyghte of grace, and of tracta 
bilitie-ſhall Mortely ſhevve and ſhyne g- 
monge the people. 


Thus endeth this Treatyſe 
concernynge the diviſion 
tualtie ⁊ the 


— te. 


laye men be cruell to clerkes: hath bene 


THE TABLE. 
ABVLA- 
oe Viſte that the dyuyſyon gs 
| LE mong ſpy:ytuall men them 
1 N | 5 ſelfe hath bene one cauſe ol 
tte dyuyſion / that is nowe 
— bytwene the ſpyꝛytualtye 
and tempoꝛ alty in this realme. 
_ The firſte Chapiter. 

C That the omittynge of dyuers good 
lawes,with certaine defautes and diſoꝛ/ 
der in men of the church- which amonge 
other be recited and declared by Jhofi. 
Berſon: haue bene an other occaſion of 


this diuyſion. 7 

The ſeconde Chapiter... 

 C That certayne lawes made by the 
churche-voherin it is recited, quod laici 

ſunt clericis infeſti, that is to ſaye -that 


gn other cauſe of this dyuyſion. 
The thy:de Chapiter. 
¶ That the extreme lawes made by the 
church foꝛ leyenge violent handes vpon 
clerkes/haue bene an other cauſe of this 
dyuyſion. The fourth e 
at 


\ 
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rall ſentence hath bene an nother occaſi⸗ 
on of the ſayde diuiſion. 
The fre Lhapyte r. 
¶ That an other occaſion of this diuy- 
ſion hath partly ryſen by tempoꝛal men, 
th:ough diſoꝛdrynge of they: chapleyns 
and chauntrye pꝛeeſtes. 
' "EheſyrteLhapiter. 
C That ſutes taken in the ſpiritual cour 
tes (ex offiao)haue ben an other occaſy⸗ 
on of this diuiſion. 
The ſeuenth Chapyter. 

That though after the determination 
of doctours, a man is not an heretyke / 
foꝛ that only that he erreth but foz that 
he opinatyfely defendeth 
that neuer the leſſe the ſpiritualtie / as a 
commen voyce gothe amonge the peo- 
ple, haue in tyme 
ſoꝛ hereſie vpon lyght cauſes and offen- 


ces/voherypon many people haue grud- 


. ged and r 


. vb | 
Char - he — apite r. 


courte 


C That the diſoꝛderynge of the gene- 


his errour,and 


paſte punyſſhcd many 


rciglite that hathe benne 
ſhewed vpon ſutes taken in the ſpiritual | 


den an other occaſion of this diuiſyon. 
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court by ſpirituall men, hat bene an no- 
ther cauſe of this diuiſion. | 
The nynth Lhapiter. | 
C That the extreme and couetous de- 
meanour of ſome curates with theyꝛ pa- 
ryſſhens hath ben an other cauſe of this 
diuiſion. The tenth Lhapiter. 
C That the grauntynge of pardons foꝛ 
money, as it were to ſomme charytable 
vſe j that hath not after folowed; hat he 
raiſed an other grudge amonge the peo- 
ple, vhiche hath ben an other occaſion 
of this diuiſion. ; 
- 'Theleuenth Thapiter. 087k 
¶ That the makynge of lawes by the 
church, whiche they had none auctoꝛite 
to make, hath bene an other occaſion of 
this diuiſion. 11 2 
The twelthe Chapiter. 


¶ That lacke of good viſitations bath 


Thethy:tene Lhapiter. 
¶ That the great multitude of lycences 
and diſpenſations made by ſpirituall ru- 
lers ſoꝛ money vppon Iyghte ſuggeſtions 
hath ben an other cauſe of this diuiſion. 
The ſourtene Lhapiter , That 

| q 
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C That the great laxnes and woꝛldely 
pleaſures of religious perſons, voherby 
— hath benne greatly offended, 
g 


fion. 


The fyſtene Chapiter. 


¶ Than foꝛ a concluſion of this treatiſe 


it is ſomwhat touched / howe good it is 
to haue a ʒele of ſoules, and howe peril- 
lous it is to do any thyng-wherby they 
myght be hurted. And that if ʒele of ſou- 
les/pitie-good doctrine, ⁊ deuoute pꝛay- 
our, were abundauntly in this woꝛlde / 
mooſt ſpecially in pꝛelates and ſpirituall 
rulers: that than a newelyght of grace 
and tractabilite, wolde ſhoztely ſhevye 
and ſhyne amonge the people, 

The.xvi. hapiter * 


* in edibus ä Ber⸗ 
t i pꝛope aquagium ſitis 
ſub — Lucre 
cie Romane 
excuſ, 
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bene an other occaſion of this diuys _ | 


